04/ 08/ 2000

National Youth Skills Conpetitionto be revanped

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Governnent wants to revanp the existing
structure of the National Youth Skills Conpetitionto make it a premer
event which will be a showcase of the country's skilled tal ent.

Deputy Works M ni ster Mohamed Khal ed Nordin said the mnistry woul d do a
conpr ehensi ve study on past conpetitions to find ways to i ncrease private
sector participation and make it nore rel evant to Mal aysi ans on t he whol e.

"We want this conpetition to serve as a benchmark of quality of
Mal aysi a' s service and i ndustrial sector, but this will not be possible
wi t hout the invol venent of all parties concerned, especially the private
sector," he added.

He was speaking at a Press conference yesterday to announce the details
of this year's conpetition, which will be held at the Sungai Bul oh Conpl ex
of the Ex-Servicemen Associ ati on of Mal aysia (Perhebat) fromAug 17 to 22.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will attend the closing
cerenony on Aug 22, while Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vel lu will
open the conpetition on Aug 17.

This year's event will see the participation of 114 contestants in 22
di fferent categories.

Khal ed said at present participation by private institutions of skilled
| earning was rather dismal, with the majority of participants com ng from
governnent vocational training centres.

Khal ed said to encourage a greater |evel of involvenent by all parties
concerned and to i ncrease the overall quality of the conpetition, the
m ni stry woul d propose that participatinginstitutions holdprelimnary
| evel conpetitions and send only their finest talents to the national
cont est.

First held in 1989, the conpetition' s objective is to upgrade the
quality of skilled workers.
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