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Nati ons shoul d hel p each ot her progress

K. P. Varan
THE Engl i sh poet and witer Rudyard Kipling in The Ball ad of East and West
wr ot e:

Ch, East is East and West is West, and never the twain shall neet.

Till Earth and Sky stand presently at God's great Judgenent Seat;

But there is neither East nor West, Border, nor Breed, nor Birth

When two strong nmen stand face to face, tho' they cone fromthe ends of
the earth.

Despite the hue and cry by world | eaders over the trend towards
gl obal i sati on and a borderl ess worl d, the devel oped nations still continue
t o harbour suspicions of the devel opi ng worl d.

Western nations seemto be frightened of | osing their edge, having | ed
the rest of the world in devel opment, science, technol ogy and all other
critical sectors since the industrial revol ution.

Havi ng benefited fromthe know edge and fi ndi ngs accrued fromthe early
Eastern civilisation which travellers brought back to the Wst, the
present Western world seens to feel that Asia and Africa have to pay a
hefty price for anything that the devel oped nations i nvent or di scover

Many Asi an and African nations, after years of being under the t hunb of
colonial rule, are slowy energing i nto new econoni ¢ powers al though t he
pace of devel oprment is sonetimes hanpered by t he rel uctance of nations and
organi sati ons whi ch control technol ogy.

A nore caring and sharing Wst can hel p bring devel opnent and progress
torest of the world and thus contribute to the eradicati on of poverty and
bring about better living standards for all.

I nst ead of manufacturing mllions of tonnes of weapons whi ch are then
soldtowarring factions in the devel opi ng world, thus contributingto
vi ol ence and anarchy, the Wst should share its | atest technol ogy and
di scoveries with the rest of the world w thout exacting a "pound of flesh"
inreturn.

The devel oped world could al so use its capacity to carry out research
and studies, to delve into sone of the problens faced by the Asian and
African countries and offer sol utions.

The West havi ng achi eved trenendous progress over the past century,

i ncluding using rawmaterial s procured cheaply frompoorer nations, should
seriously consider "giving sonethi ng back".

The West is quick to point its finger at the devel oping world on the
i ssue of the enviroment, blamng it for everything fromdanagi ng the ozone
| ayer by using environmental ly unfriendly products (which are nostly
produced in the West) to cutting down trees and reduci ng oxygen | evel s.

Havi ng depl eted their own forests, many of the devel oped nations want to
play guardian to the trees in the rest of the world.

Accepting that the world has nuch to lose if the environnent is not
protected, environnentally-friendly technol ogy shoul d be nade avail abl e
t hroughout the world at margi nal cost.

Poorer nations would have little choice but to use ol d technol ogi es
whi ch are deened to be environnental ly unfriendly as | ong as the cost of
adopt i ng new neasures woul d nmean having to fork out nore noney.

The West has much to gain by sharing its resources and technol ogies with
the rest of the world as it can contribute to a nore stable world with
nations being able to stand on an equal footing.

The devel opi ng world too shoul d begin earnestly drawi ng up programes to



share their know how and hel p each other progress and Asia should take a
| ead rol e in enbarking on such co-operation through bilateral and multi-
| ateral means.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who has been a prime
nover of closer South-South co-operation, and who has al ways advocat ed t he
policy of "prosper thy neighbour”, on Saturday urged Asia, to take pride
inits values and cultures and the countries' different ways of managi ng
their problens.

"The nore devel oped nati ons of Asia should invest in and help the | ess
devel oped. An Asi an Monetary Fund woul d be useful .

"An Asi an Associ ation for Devel opnent shoul d be set up to enabl e Asi an
countries to interact, discuss conmon probl ens and co-operate whenever
necessary," he said.

Cl oser co-operation in science and technol ogy, sharing i deas on
devel opnental nodel s and the willingness to hel p each ot her woul d bring
Asi a cl oser together and take it to a newera of progress in the gl oba
scenari o.

I f the devel oped world is serious about forging closer ties with the
rest of the world, it should be willing to play a bigger role in assisting
ot her nations

By sharing i deas, expertise and technol ogi es, nations of the world can
hel p create a stable, prosperous and conduci ve environnent for the six
billion people who inhabit the earth.
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