17/ 10/ 2000

Nat i onwi de count on nunber of trees

THE Town and Country Pl anni ng Departnment will do a nati onwi de count of the
exact nunber of trees in urban areas.

Housi ng and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Ong Ka Ting said he was sure
the nunmber of trees had exceeded the initial target of three mliion trees
by year end.

Ong said the Prime Mnister informed hi mrecently that nore than one
mllion trees had been planted in Putrajaya.

On Sunday, Dr Mahathir had | ed thousands of Malaysians in a "New
M Il enniumTree Pl anti ng" event towards nmaking the nation green. As many
as 100,000 trees were planted sinultaneously.

Dr Mahat hir had earlier |aunched a tree planting canpaign in 1997, with
a target of having three million trees planted by this year and 20 nillion
trees planted by 2020.

Until last June, 2,387,725 trees had been pl ant ed.

The M nistry was still counting the nunber of trees planted yesterday
woul d i nformthe public as soon as the figure was finalised.
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