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Abdel Il ah Kurdi

WHEN | arrived in Kuala Lunmpur in Septenber 1997, to set up the first
Enbassy of the Hashenite Ki ngdom of Jordan in Malaysia, ny task was
sinmple: to advance bilateral ties by building on what had al ready been

est abl i shed.

Now nearly two years down the road since diplomatic ties between the two
countries were first established, | |ook back at the devel opment of our
relations with contentnment but not with satisfaction. Wile the two

| eader shi ps have sown the seeds for the progress of those relations, it is
now up to us - representatives of governnents to ensure that the road
towards further cooperation in all facets and spheres remai ns ever open
and wel | paved for |oconotion.

During his 1994 visit to Jordan, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad nade
clear his intention to pronote bilateral ties between Kuala Lunpur and
Amman in various fields that covered education, culture, tourism trade
and joint projects as well as investnents. Jordan's Prinme M nister, under
the instruction of His Majesty the late King Hussein bin Talal, reiterated
inreciprocity the Jordanian Governnent's interest in pushing forward
bilateral ties between the two countries during his 1997 visit to

Mal aysi a.

As Jordan cel ebrates its 53rd | ndependence Day, it enbarks on a new era,
full of hope and determ nation under the | eadership of H's Majesty King
Abdul  ah bin Al -Hussein, who is determ ned to see what his | ate father had
begun, conpl et ed.

Wil e ny keenness to work relentlessly in order to serve the friendship
and cooperation between our two countries grows by the hour, | am seizing
this opportunity to first, express to the people and Governnment of

Mal aysia my sincere wishes for further prosperity and success and second,
to invite Malaysians fromall walks of life to contribute to the progress
of this relationship of friendship, cooperation and nutual interest and
respect between Jordan and Mal aysi a.

Busi nessnmen who are seeking opportunities to invest abroad wll

certainly find investing in Jordan exceptionally auspicious and | ucrative.
Students |l ooking for quality education in a liberal, yet cultured and
safe environment will savour both studying and living in Jordan.

Tourists who are interested in unique historical and archaeol ogi ca

sites, religious tourism(Mislimand Christian), recreational tourismand
cultural entertainnent are certain to enjoy many aspects of their visit to
Jordan, where they woul d al so encounter hospitable people and a beauti ful
noder ate cli mat e.

Everything therefore is in the hands of the people; the business

conmuni ties, the students, the tourists and others to tread across the
pat h of friendship and cooperation between Ml aysia and Jordan and | will
be as eager as they are to nmake every step they take on that path
beneficial and rewarding.

The foll owi ng paragraphs give an indication of recent data on the
Jordani an econony and the advant ages of establishing business links with
Jor dan.

The Jordani an econony is primarily service-oriented. The financial

sector is highly devel oped for an econony of its size, accounting for 17
per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) in 1996. This sector is poised to
see further growth as a result of the recently enacted securities |aw



whi ch expands the financial services that banks will be able to offer.
Non-fi nanci al services are domi nated by transportati on and

comuni cati ons, accounting for 14 per cent of GDP. And trade, restaurants
and hotels, which amount to 11 per cent. Gowh in these sectors is
somewhat nore dependent on regional politics. Jordan is well positioned to
be a regional hub for trade and transportati on and has nunerous natura
and historic attractions to recommend it as a tourist destination, but the
full potential of these industries will only be realised with progress in
the peace process and the re-adm ssion of Iraq into the internationa
conmuni ty.

M ni ng and manufacturing industries generate 20 per cent of the econom c
activity in Jordan. Currently, these sectors are dom nated by fertiliser
production. The fate of this sector depends upon international fertiliser
prices. However, non-traditional manufactures have been growing in recent
years, encouraged in part by new |l egal frameworks and tax incentives which
make industrial investnent nore attractive. Construction and agriculture
shoul d renain stable at eight per cent and six per cent of GDP
respectively.

The public sector controls a fairly small portion of the econony.
contributing only 14 per cent to 1992 GDP. Public sector activity is
concentrated in mning and public utilities.

Jordan conbi nes three key conpetitive attri butes:

* |ts strategic | ocation.

* |ts access to foreign markets.

* |Its high caliber and conpetitively priced human resource.

Situated at the neeting point of three continents. Jordan has devel oped
into a nodern country that integrates ancient heritage and Wst Asian
hospitality with high standards of educati on and advanced conmuni cati on
technol ogy. Jordan presents an ideal gateway to the Mena region and the
rest of the world. It shares borders with five Mena countries: Ilraq

Syria, Saudi Arabia, Israel and the Pal estinian National Authority
territories.

Jordan has an 85 per cent literacy rate - one of the highest in the
region. Wth its [arge pool of high caliber intellectual and professiona
expertise, it is a major supplier of brainpower to nei ghbouring Mena
countri es.

Jordan's human resources offer a range of distinct services in the

engi neering, nedical and educational sectors. A notable inprovenent in the
quality and diversity of the | abour force took place in recent years with
the return of expatriates fromthe Qulf countries, especially in the field
of information technol ogy.

Jordan's manufacturing | abour cost per hour is significantly | ower than
that of other nations. It is equivalent to 5 per cent of Japan's | abour
cost, 7.4 per cent of the US |abour cost, 9.4 per cent of the UK s |abour
cost, 10.6 per cent of Israel's |abour cost and 37.5 per ent of Bahrain's
| abour cost. Jordan's | abour cost is closer to that of India and China.

A key component of the Governnent's economic policy is the continued

devel oprment of export-led industries, which require a sustained increase
inthe level of private investnent. The Governnent is inplenenting this
strategy together with a programme of economic reformin a nunber of key
areas that have a direct inpact on investnent.

In addition, Jordan has also instituted an International Mpnetary Fund
structural adjustnment programme in | 989 and adopted two econonic and
soci al devel opnental pl ans.
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