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NECC wor k shows raci al co-operation

Lee Lam Thye

ON Nov 3 all the nmaj or newspapers prom nently covered the presentation
cerenony of the final report of the Second Nati onal Economic Consultative
Council (NECC11), attended by nmenmbers of the consultative council, to
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhaned i n Putraj aya.

The proposals were contained in a 227-page report and were presented to
the Prime M nister by council chairman Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hami d

The council proposed that the Nati onal Devel opnent Policy for the next
ten years (2001-2010) be renaned the Vi sionary Devel opnent Policy to chart
a newdirection for the country's national devel opnent and to nap out
Mal aysia's growth for 2001-2010.

The proposed policy outlined nine thrusts covering key areas which
i ncl uded i nproving the country's conpetitiveness, human resource
devel opnent, education, restructuring of society, poverty eradication
sci ence and technol ogy, finance and I sl ani ¢ banki ng, and national unity.

Bef ore handi ng over the final report tothe Prime Mnister, Ahmad Sarj i
sunmari sed sone of the recommendati ons that covered the ei ght areas
ment i oned.

Among t he recomrendati ons nmade i ncl uded the setting up of a nationa
conpetitive council to focus on conpetitiveness inline with the shift to
know edge- based econony.

There was al so a suggestion to forma national innovation centreto
encour age i nnovation i n know edge econony.

On human resource devel opment, it was proposed to expand i nformation
conmuni cation technol ogy (I CT) as well as related fields such as bio-
technol ogy to create know edge- based wor kers

Wth regard to eradi cation of poverty, it was suggested that the m ni num
househol d expendi ture take i nto account the need for nutritious food,
provi de | ow cost homes at | ow deposits and ensure estate homes neet
m ni num | i vi ng standards.

It was al so proposed to enforce | aws to protect the native | and of
i ndi genous peopl e.

On science and technol ogy, it was suggested that a research and
i nnovation fund be set up, and that a "bio valley" along the Iines of
Silicon Valley be created to include facilities |like universities,
research centres, incubation centres and parKks.

Regar di ng education, it proposed an i ndependent quality audit panel to
oversee quality in private institutions of higher |earning.

It al so recommended a Bum put era education fund to hel p poor students
and to increase the i ntake of non-bum puteras into public universities, by
giving priority to students who excel in the SPM

As for national unity, the NECC || reconmended unity clubs in al
school s and institutions of higher |earning.

These were sone of the recomendati ons announced by the NECC ||
chai rman. There were nmany ot her nore inportant ones put forward by the
counci | .

Those unrepresented i n the council submtted 137 nenoranda concer ni ng
i ssues of national concern for deliberation by the various worKki ng
commttess of NECC I1.

When accepting the report, the Prine Mnister renmarked that it would
serve as a guide to the Governnent in planning the nation's devel oprent.

Al'l proposals inthe report woul d be gi ven due consi deration. He said



the fact that the report was conpl eted t hrough consensus was proof that
the different races could work together in discussing issues pertaining to
devel opnent .

Now t hat the report is in the hands of the Governnent, it remains to be
seen how many of its recomendati ons will be acceptable to the Gover nment
when formul ating its next devel opment policy.

It is by no means an easy task to arrive at a consensus, given the
menbers' divergent views on a wi de range of issues concerning nation-
bui | di ng.
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