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Need for cheaper anti-AlDS drugs

Hi zreen Kanm

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Health Mnistry will push for western

mul tinational conpanies to produce locally anti-retroviral drugs used by
H V and Al DS patients.

Its Mnister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said today these conpani es were not
al | ow ng devel opi ng countries to produce the drugs which could hel p reduce
the deadly virus in the body.

"The drugs were used only in the Wst where they could afford the high
price being charged," he told newsnen after attending the Health Di al ogue
2000 wi th non-governnental organisations at a | eadi ng hotel today.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad had al so urged these
conpanies to allow countries in Africa, South Arerica and Asia to produce
t hese drugs under "~conpul sory licensing' and "parallel inporting , he
sai d.

Expressing regret over the attitude of these conpanies, Chua said the
conpani es shoul d understand that mllions of AIDS victinms were hastening
to their deaths in devel oping countries as they sinply could not afford
the costly drugs.

Chua sai d the conpani es were protecting their patents and not allow ng
devel oping countries to produce the anti-retroviral drugs.

The pharmaceuti cal conpani es that manufacture these nedi ci nes have
patent rights that prohibit countries from producing themon their own.

"This is a noral dilemma that we are facing in the new m || enni um where
a renedy is available but “patent rights' are preventing w despread
utilisation, resulting in so nmany preventable and premature deaths in poor
countri es.

"When drugs which can help AIDS victinms have been found in the Wst,
they instead give priority to profits rather than saving the lives of
peopl e i n devel opi ng countries."

At present, 33.6 mllion people in the world have the H V virus and Al DS
whi ch has clained 13.3 million lives so far.

The Asean region has an estinmated 700,000 H V and Al DS patients.

The Wrld Health Organisation estimated that 13.8 million wonmen and
three mllion children have been infected.

Chua said the increase in HV and Al DS cases was occurring mainly in
devel opi ng countries, and the divide between the devel oped, western
countries and devel opi ng countri es was w deni ng.

Even t hough advances in the medi cal sciences had successfully come up
with drugs that could check the progress of the di sease by reducing the
anmount of the virus in the body, only the rich and devel oped countries
could af ford these drugs.

"Sonme time ago, beds in the hospitals of devel oped countries were filled
to the brimwith HV AIDS patients, but today they are quite enpty as
patients can now work normally and continue to contribute to the nation's
productivity, with the help of these drugs," he said.

Conversely, mllions of adults and children infected with H'V and Al DS
in the devel oping countries are continuing to die because they could not
af ford t hese nedi ci nes which are very expensive

At the recent WHO conference in Geneva, five multi-national conpanies
had pl edged to reduce the prices of anti-retroviral drugs for devel opi ng
countries but they have yet to honour their pledge.

( END)






	Need for cheaper anti-AIDS drugs (NST 24/06/2000)

