17/ 11/ 2000

Need to renew O C s resol ve

Rl GHTLY so that the just ended summit of the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) focused on the concern, inpatience and anger of Muslim
nations and Muslins everywhere with the plight of the Pal estinians and
their sufferings at the hands of heavily arnmed Israelis. But other issues
whi ch affect the welfare of the Islamc world in the |longer termhave al so
been rightfully highligted. Wiile it has | ong shared the i ndi gnati on of

ot her Muslimnations over the Israeli occupation of Palestinian
territories, Malaysiais neverthel ess playing aninportant rolein
steering the O Cto pay attention to other issues such as the reformof
the O Citself, globalisation, trade |iberalisation and the inpact of the
i nformati on age. Qur contribution and input inthe efforts to uplift the
worl d's Muslimcommunity are obviously recogni sed by the 56-nenber O C as
the next and 10th O C Sunmit in 2003 will be held in Ml aysia.

It is about time that the O C did sonething concrete about renewing its
ef fecti veness and rel evance for the sake of the Musli mcountries of which
none has attai ned devel oped nati on status yet although sone are oil-rich
countries wi th enornmous revenue. As Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d, Muslimcountries will |Iose inthe process of gl obalisation
if they remain as spectators and spurn efforts towards sone kind of unity
anong themand warns that globalisationinthe formit is taking nowis a
threat to the Muslims. Dr Mahathir also | amented that while others are
uniting and consolidating their strength, "we are drifting apart and
fragnenting." The Islam ¢ world should respond in a planned and co-
ordi nat ed manner by enbraci ng i nformati on technol ogy and equi ppi ng Musl i ns
with the ability to handl e the chall enges.

It is gratifying that anong t he proposal s adopted by the summit is a
Mal aysi an proposal that a consultant be engaged to find ways to reformthe
O Csothat it becones nore effective in protecting the interests of the
world' s 1.2 billion Miuslinms. The conmuni que at the end of the sunmt al so
called for the formati on of a coherent Islamc entity to face up to the
i nternational trade conpetition due to gl obalisation andto conplete a
study to set up an Islamc union of financial markets.

The Summit as expected strongly condemed the Israelis for their crines
agai nst the Pal estinians but it is a sad refl ection of Arab weakness t hat
30 years after OC s formation, Mislimnations are still watching in
despair as their Pal estinian brethren are being bullied and their |and and
rights tranpl ed upon by the Israelis. It is recognised that the
Pal estinians' fight for freedomfromlsraeli occupation over the | ast hal f
century is one issue which can easily arouse the enptions and passi ons of
the Arabs and for the world's Muslins is arallying point. As | ong as
I srael occupi es Pal estinian | and we can expect the Pal estinianissueto be
hi gh on the agenda of an O C Sunmi t.

Arab disunity and the self-serving policies and actions of the West,
particularly the US, in the Mddle East have been often cited as
contributing factors tothe Arab nations' failure to defeat the Israelis
inthe last four Arab-lsraeli wars and free the Pal estinians fromthe
Jewi sh state. However, nore fundanental than the i nmedi ate need to
confront the lsraelis mlitarily is the longer termrequirenent for the
Arabs - and the Muslimnations - to narrowthe technol ogical, scientific
and economic gap with the devel oped nati ons.
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