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"No-contest' does not nean there is no denocracy

Lokman Mansor

THE behi nd-t he- scenes canpai gni ng that started even before the date for
the Umo el ections was fixed is set to pick up speed and intensify

foll owi ng the Suprenme Council's announcenent on Monday that the genera
assenbly will be held fromMay 10 to 13, with el ections on May 11, the
54t h anniversary of the party's birth.

This will be the first party polls after the 10th general el ections on
Novenber 29 | ast year. There will nost |ikely be another round of Umo
el ections in 2003 before the country goes to the polls again.

The Ummo Suprene Counci| deci ded on Monday t hat Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad be renomi nated as president and vice-presi dent Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahnmad Badawi be nominated to fill the vacant deputy president's post.

"Al'l state |iaison heads have agreed on this and have been asked to
convey this stand to t he branches and di visions which will hold their
neetings soon to nonminate candi dates for the various party posts,” Umo
secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob said.

The di vi si ons and branches have si x weeks fromJanuary 16 to concl ude
thei r annual neetings.

Though not a directive, Khalil explained that the council nenbers
unani nously agreed that the no-contest decision would avert intense
canpai gni ng that mght lead to disunity.

This is the third time that a no-contest stand has been taken regarding
the top posts in Umo. In 1993 a sinilar decision was made but Dat uk Seri
Anwar |brahimcited strong grassroots support for his challenge to then
Umo deputy president Tun CGhafar Baba. Ghafar | ater w thdrew before the
party el ections.

In 1995, Umo again decided that the top two posts shoul d not be
contested in the party elections for the 1996-1999 term Dr Mahathir was
| ast chal l enged for the Umo presidency in 1987 by Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah.

Accordi ng to sonme newspaper reports, the reactionthis time around to
the no-contest stand for the top two posts in Umo has been m xed.

Those who support it point out that Umo has just suffered a setback of
sorts in the recent general el ections, |osing some of its support anobng
the Mal ays to Pas.

They say a contest for the presidency and deputy presidency will plant
seeds of disunity and infighting, splitting the party at atime whenits
goal should be to close ranks and strengthen its popul ar support.

Rat her than using resources to contest for posts, they add, efforts
shoul d be focused on regai ning the confidence and support of party menbers
and t he peopl e.

Unmo nenbers opposed to the no-contest proposal, neanwhile, say the
posts shoul d be contested inthe spirit of denbcracy. Gthers stress that
such a proposal need not have been nmade in the first place.

"Leave it open and see who dares to chall enge them Dr Mahathir and
Abdul | ah have proven to be a good team Even if they | eave the posts open
to contest, | don't think anyone will challenge them" said one party
menber .

The argunent that it is undenocratic to restrict contests for any post
inthe party el ections has ben rai sed before. But just because Umo is
denocratic does not nean there nust be a contest. Just like it doesn't
have to rain sinply because the sky is cloudy.



Denocracy, or nore specifically the conpetition for posts, is still
alive and well for the other Suprenme Council seats. The attention will be
on the three vice presidents' posts, for which sonme have al ready i ndi cat ed
they will be ready to contest.

Am d all this excitenment, candi dates nust renenber to canpai gn and
conpete in a heal thy and et hi cal manner, and above all avoi d usi ng noney
to woo support.

Cone May 11, there may be nmore surprises. "No-contest” is the officia
stand - and not a directive - of the Umo Suprene Council, the party's
hi ghest and nost influential governing body.

W1l sone Umo nmenbers decide to go against it?

If they do, it will say a lot about the state of the party, and about
the kind of up-and-comng | eaders within the party.

The country is on the road to econom ¢ recovery, though not yet back to
its pre-crisis levels. The Governnent has its hands full steering the
country out of the downturn, and strengthening the econony and people to
face the chall enges that the newnmnillenniumwill bring

Inthis context then, if Umo nenbers and del egates to the genera
assenbly in May defy the Supreme Council's position and do allow a
chal l enge for top two posts, why will they doit?

WIl it betounite and strengthen the party and Mal ays, out of loyalty
to Umo and the country, because of their blinding fanatici smand support
for certain individuals, or for their own personal gain?
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