12/ 08/ 2000
Net portal, docunentary on Jal ur Genilang Chal | enge | aunched

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; K. Bal a

LANGKAW, Fri. - An Internet portal and a docunentary on the Jal ur
Gem | ang Chal | enge were | aunched toni ght as a platformto noti vate young
Mal aysi ans to achi eve unlimted success i n what ever endeavour they pursue.

Launched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, the portal
with web address at www. 2nmyportal . cc, provides e-learning dedicated to
yout hs. The 45-m nute docunentary has notivational el enents ai ned at
instilling spirit- building and enhancenment of self-esteem

The | aunchi ng cerenony, in conjunction with the first anniversary
cel ebrati on of national yacht man Dat uk Azhar Mansor's tri unphant return
fromhis solo voyage, was held at the Awana Porto Mal ai Resort.

It was here that thousands of Ml aysians awaited the historic return of
t he Jal ur Gem | ang whil e ot hers nati onwi de watched a |live tel ecast of the
event |ast year.

The anniversary, however, is being celebrated on a noderate scale for
all Ml aysians to remenber the spirit of patriotismthey felt when the
Jal ur Geni |l ang reached hone.

About 3, 000 people, including mnisters, were present at tonight's
function while thousands nore foll owed the event on tel evision

The portal, anpong ot hers, contains a graphic display of Azhar's record-
setting attenpt to sail solo round the world | ast year

The docunentary covers aspects of building the yacht, coments before
and after, and vi deo footage of Azhar's journey.

It has 3-D conputer ani mati on when Azhar's yacht suffered a knock-down
(a situation where the yatch went underwat er and cane up) and cones i n VCD
and CD- Rom

Inan interviewearlier, Azhar said he hoped the Jal ur Genil ang
Chal | enge woul d be cel ebrated every May 11.

In his speech, Dr Mahat hir urged young Mal aysi ans attenpting any feat to
prepare t hensel ves for the expected chal | enges ahead.

He said they shoul d ermul at e Azhar, who before naking an attenpt to sai
sol o round the world, had studied various aspects of sailing, including
navi gati on based on the stars.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a did not have that nany heroes and woul d |i ke
to see nore Mal aysi ans taki ng up chal | enges.

The Prime Mnister also stressed the need for the aspirants to be
know edgeabl e i n order to succeed. "They shoul d prepare t hensel ves to
overcone all the challenges.”

Dr Mahat hir said Azhar, who covered 2,600 nautical mles in 190 days,
was a hational hero who nade the country proud and t he younger generation
shoul d thus make the yachtman their nodel.
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