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New t eam shoul d redefine ~Melayu Baru' by injecting proper val ues
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IN the 1970s, the non-Mal ays used to | augh at the way the Ml ays perforned
the silat, saying it was too elaborate, with too many frills and | acking

t he aggressiveness of other nmartial arts, especially the kung fu.

However, ask any Mal ay and he woul d vehenently defend the silat and
provide details of its potency as opposed to other martial arts apart from
the belief that the Malay silat is heavily |laced with supernatural powers.

At the sane tine, the nore responsive to the criticismdecided to
introduce variations like the silat |lincah, the aggressi veness of which,
if not surpassing, is equal to other martial arts.

But during that period, pursuing changes and being reactionary to them
were not confined to the silat in so far as the Malay community is
concer ned.

In fact, during the 1970s, the Malays were definitely at a crossroads in
al nost all aspects, be it in their pursuit for econom c gain, academc
excel l ence and even in Islamc religious understanding.

The Nati onal Economic Policy becane the catal yst, the inpetus and al so
t he proponent to these changes.

The policy brought hopes, dreans and anbitions anbng the Ml ays by
allowing themto stand equal with the other races, especially the Chinese
who seened to excel in alnost everything that noved in the country.

Even though it has been three decades since the inception of the NEP
Umo, both | eaders and menbers, not only in this general assenbly, but in
al nrost all the precedi ng ones, keep tal king about it, one way or another.

It is understandabl e as the NEP, whichever way one chooses to | ook at
it, has succeeded in bringing changes to the comunity.

It is an Umo success which has inevitably changed the facade of the
Mal ay conmmunity as a whol e.

But as in any other case, not all that cones along with change is
positive in nature.

In fact, change which brings al ong success requires an equally strong
comm t ment and conviction to minimse the negative effects that had crept
wi t hin.

It is about managi ng success even though sonme say it is not sonething to
shout about.

That is what Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad nmeant in his
openi ng address at the general assenbly yesterday when he spoke at |ength
on how sonme of the objectives of the NEP, including the push for Ml ay
urban migration, had created a different kind of people, detached fromthe
traditional val ues which had bound the community for years.

In many ways, the nore prolific and adventurous new Mal ays adopted sone
of the ways the Chinese conduct their econonic ventures and energed as
successful entrepreneurs.

O course, at that tinme and even until present day, the reactionaries
tend to oppose the need to enul ate sonme of the good working ethics of the
successful non-Mal ay busi nessnen, arguing that the Mal ays should stick to
their non-aggressive approach in pursuit of worldly gains.

The justification is that this world is for the non-Miuslins but the life
hereafter is for the Muslimfaithful

Wthin this dichotony of thoughts and perceptions, the nation propelled
f orward.

The nore "liberated" Ml ays grabbed the opportunities while the



| ackadai si cal ones remai ned trapped in confort zones created through their
own sense of contentnment and conpl acency.

Despite that, the new Mal ays, as a whole, still nmanaged, either through
conscious effort or otherw se, to share the success of the nation.

It is only the neasure of success that differs.

Am d this success, |ess than a decade ago, the term Mel ayu Baru (new
Mal ays) cane to the fore.

Though no one actually gave a specific definition to it, it is generally
accepted as an alumi for confident, aggressive and nouveau riche Ml ays.

By the time the 1993 Umo general assenbly was hel d when the Wawasan
Team under Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s | eadership, swept all the top party
posts, fromthe deputy presidency, vice-presidency, youth chief and
numer ous suprene council posts, the definition started to have added
di nensi ons.

The Mel ayu Baru of Umo started to represent crass mddl e-class and
nouveau riche Mal ays who flaunted their wealth and were Machiavellian in
their pursuits of both political positions and econom ¢ gains.

In short, money politics was the order of the day for these Mel ayu Baru.

That established, further additions to what Ml ayu Baru neant incl uded
the vices, from bei ng dangdut | ounge regul ars, wonani sers to ganbl ers.

O course it would be unfair to place themall in the sane nould but
some of the |l eaders were brazen in their practices which made it easy for
the perception to prevail

Redefi ni ng Mel ayu Baru through the essence of the Malay culture, val ues
and religion as proposed by Dr Mahathir in his presidential address
yesterday is definitely food for thought anbng the Umo nenbers.

After all, much as there are other Ml ays who had fallen prey to the
vi ces associated to the earlier alumi of Ml ayu Baru, these Umo nenbers,
who nmay have a hand in propagating them have a responsibility to take the
lead for the re-definition of it.

It is profound but the problemis again the polarity in the Malay psyche
in dealing with such matters.

On one hand, the “liberated" Malays, in pursuit of worldly prowess, tend
to totally give up the values Dr Mahathir has rai sed on what the preferred
Mel ayu Baru shoul d be.

On the other, are the Malays, who in essence are still hanging on
strongly to the traditional conventions and religious values but at the
sane tinme still believe that Datuk Azhar Mansor's success in

ci rcumavi gating the world was due to sone supernatural powers that he
possesses.

Now t hat the election of the vice-presidents and supreme council nmenbers
is over and they would |l ater be part of the post-Mhathir era, the
responsibility to realise the Melayu Baru lies in their hands.

They will definitely be responsible for the process of re-generation of
Umo and al ong the way, should try to inject their val ues.

After all, many of themwere part of the Wawasan Team and t he past
shoul d be able to provide themw th extensive experience in what went
wong with the first generation Melayu Baru

However, if they fail, then the Malay Dilemma, Part Two is about to
unfurl .
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