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CHI NA, which is set to join the Wrld Trade Organisation (WO after 14
| ong years of negotiations, has opened up and is reaching out to the
outside world in nore ways than one. On Septenber 25 this year, China
Central Television (CCTV) launched its all-English channel - CCTV 9 - to
broadcast to the world

The new channel is on air 24 hours a day with newscasts every hour on
the hour. These include Wrld Wde Watch, News Asia and Financial Report.
Not hi ng new, one night add, as there are nunerous ot her channels offering
24- hour news and reports.

But CCTV, with its CCTV 9, ains to present China's views to the world
which it believes are not adequately or correctly presented. It has
enpl oyed native English speakers to help with the programes and editing.
One of them froma Western country, was quoted as saying that a | ot of
peopl e back hone do not understand Chi na. How coul d they? Wen they do not
know the real China or its people, their culture and their beliefs from
what they see and hear.

Now China is telling its own story to the world in its own words and
fromits own perspective, nmndful of its history, culture and traditions.
This picture is vastly different fromthe one painted of China by the
West ern news agencies, television and radio stations. Nowthere is an
alternative - local Chinese news presented by the people, of the people,
for the world's peopl es.

The nove by China is understandable as |i ke many devel opi ng countri es,
Mal aysi a i ncluded, it does not get fair coverage of devel opnents in the
country. Ml aysi ans abroad, for exanple, reading foreign reports and
listening and wat chi ng news woul d not be able to identify or recognise
their own country. The picture painted is vastly different.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad told British captains of
i ndustry that "If you believe what you read in the press, you are |ikely
to make wong deci sions". Because of biased and i naccurate reporting, he
has stressed the need for devel oping countries to work together in
presenting their own news, in their own words and fromtheir own
per specti ves.

A Tanzani an journalist, Miuskawal a, said that if there are no reports
fromReuters, AFP or AP then there is "a news bl ackout. There is no news".
An extrene situation, perhaps, but it illustrates the overdependence of
many devel opi ng countries on Western and devel oped countries' news
agenci es and sources of news.

Currently, news on Africa by Asians is sourced fromagenci es of the
devel oped countries; simlarly, African countries hear about Ml aysia and
Asia fromWstern news agenci es and tel evision stations based in the
devel oped countries. The inernational nedia is dom nated by the Western
nations and nedi a barons in devel oped countri es.

It is time for devel oping countries to do sonet hing about it. They nust
get their side of the story out there in their own words and witten by
their own peopl e.

Leaders neeting in Maputo, Mozanbi que, for the Southern African
I nernational Dial ogue (SAI D 2000) stressed the need for Asian and African
countries to work on exchangi ng news directly instead of dependi ng on
third countries and sources.

For a start, 10 Asian news organi sations have joined up to formthe Asia



News Network (ANN). It is a "group of |eading Asian newspapers worKking
towards i nprovi ng coverage of Asian affairs”. They exchange news and
features witten by their own journalists and these are nade avail abl e on
the Internet for use by the participating organi sations.

Leaders neeting in Maputo agreed that this formula could and shoul d be
extended to Africa. A hub in each region could be created to enable the
exchange of news fromthe two continents, witten by |ocal experts in
their own words and with an intimate understandi ng of the |ocal conditions
and sensitivities.

It will be an alternative to the reports of wre agencies such as
Reut ers and AFP, whi ch neverthel ess enploy |locals but the editorial policy
is not decided by the locals. Their stories still have a "foreign" or
Western bias. And this has been a constant and repeated conplaint of many
i n devel oping and Third World countries.

I nstead of just sitting back and throwing hands up in the air, it is
ti me devel opi ng countries do sonething about it.

According to Professor Tom DeGregori, devel oping countries have the
opportunity to get their own story told in their own words with IT
(information technol ogy) and especially the Internet. Wile there are rea
concerns of the digital divide, IT and the Internet offer an avenue and a
means to reach nore peopl e which otherw se woul d not be possible.

I n many devel opi ng countries, circulation of newspapers is linmted.
Uganda's President Museveli told participants of SAID 2000 i n Maputo that
in his country with a population of 22 nmillion, there were sone 500, 000
tel evisi son sets whil e newspaper circulation was in the regi on of 40, 000.
He said currently the nost effective nmedi umwhich reaches a wi der audi ence
and remains a powerful tool is the radio and remains so even in the
digital, WAP and i-nopde technol ogi cal era.

But whatever the nediumused to dissenmi nate news and information -
newspapers, nagazines, television, radio or the Internet - content is
inmportant. It is the nessage and how it is packaged that is essential.

Chi na has set out on its own. But such a nove requires massive
i nvestnents and funds which individually devel opi ng countries do not have.
But with the Internet and the pooling of resources in a smart way, it can
be done. ANNis |eading the way and it should be emul at ed, expanded and
further strengthened with links to Africa and other South and devel opi ng
countri es.

However, for the effort to work, to be useful, to be effective and to
achi eve the goals set out, it requires comm tnent on the part of
participating organisations. It calls for | eadership. Half-hearted efforts
and lip service will not work.

Organi sations such as Third Wrld Network have been in existence for
someti me and of fer anal ysis on devel opnment issues and trade negoti ati ons
froma Third Wrl d perspective. The Sout h Magazi ne has been rel aunched and
focuses on Third World i ssues froma Third Wirl d perspecti ve.

But few organisations use their pieces, preferring to opt for copies
generated by the international news agenies.

It is also inportant for nedia practitioners in devel oping countries
thensel ves to shed the "colonial nentality" and view news and stories
witten by citizens of devel oping countries as worthwhile, instead of
| ooking only to Western wire copy for news and devel opnents in their own
countries and in other devel opi ng countri es.
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