08/ 12/ 2000

NGOs back Dr Ms stand on new round of WO t al ks

PENANG, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad' s stand
that Mal aysi a woul d only agree to a new round of tal ks under the Wrld
Trade Organi sati on when an agenda is in place is supported by a group of
| ocal non-governnental organi sations.

bserving the first anniversary of the coll apse of the third M nisteri al
Conference of the WOin Seattle, 14 NGOS said in a statenent:

"The Government rejects a new round of talks in the WO and wants to
wor k towards the creation of a fair and sustai nable international trading
systemin the interests of Ml aysia and ot her devel opi ng nati ons.

"Onthis first anniversary of the failed conference in Seattle, we are
strongly against this newround and we call on the Governnent to resist
and reject the pressures for such a new round.

"I nstead t he Government shoul d work together w th other devel oping
countries to insist that the WO concentrate on revi ewi ng and reform ng
its existing agreements and non-denocratic process of decision-naking."

The statenent was endorsed by groups i ncl udi ng the Environnent al
Prot ection Soci ety Mal aysi a, Bar Council Ml aysi a, Mal aysi an Soci ol ogi cal
Research Institute, Consumers Associ ati on of Penang, Sahabat Al am Mal aysi a
and Centre for Peace.

Sayi ng that the future agenda of the WO shoul d be to resol ve probl ens
caused by existing rules, the group felt the tine was not right to | aunch
a new round t hrough whi ch the devel oped countries wanted to i nject new
i ssues into the organi sation which woul d further cause di sadvant ages and
probl ens.

"These newissues will force the Mal aysi an econony to cone under the
dom nation of big foreign firnms at the expense of our | ocal econony, jobs
and consumer welfare."

The | aunchi ng of a newround in 2001 with the agenda of the devel oped
nati ons, they added, woul d eventual |y | ead t o adverse economnic, social and
envi ronnment al consequences for Mal aysi a and ot her countri es.

Anot her appeal forwarded to the Government by the group was to join
ot her devel opi ng countries in demandi ng for a reformof the WO such as:

* the Trade Rel ated Intell ectual Property R ghts Agreenent which shoul d
be changed to disallowthe patenting of |ife forns;

* the Trade Rel ated I nvest nent Measures Agreement shoul d be anended to
al | ow devel opi ng countries to use the "l ocal content” policy;

* the Agricul ture Agreenment be changed so that Ml aysia and ot her
devel opi ng countries can protect the livelihood of small farners, and
ensure food security; and,

* more open, transparent and denocratic procedures, including neetings
and deci si on- maki ng processes.

( END)
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