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Ni ght mare for H V-tai nted bl ood recipient
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ALOR STAR, Mbn. - As a nedical teamis being assenbled in Kuala Lunpur to
i nvestigate how a housewi fe here was gi ven H V-contam nated bl ood, the
worman is bracing for a nightmarish life of being ostracised by friends and
nei ghbour s.

Despite the tragic circunstances, the housew fe has come to accept that
news of her poor condition could not remain hidden forever.

"Peopl e would find out sooner or later," said the housewife, who is
married to a | abourer and has four children between the ages of 12 and 21

"I just don't know what to do ... ny life has gone conpletely haywire,"
the 47-year-old woman told the New Straits Tinmes fromher hone in Jitra.
"l used to be active but all | can think of nowis the uncertainty facing

me and nmy famly."

The housewi fe - who received the H V-contani nated blood at the Jitra
Hospital while undergoing treatnent for severe nmenstrual pain last nonth -
is reeling fromthe side-effects of her anti-H V treatnent.

Forced to consune a reginmen of 15 pills daily since she was put on an
anti-H V treatnent, the effects had been devastating - bouts of headaches,
vom ting and fever, nunb throat, |oss of appetite and i nsomi a.

The i ndependent nedical teamhas to determ ne one primary aspect of the
case: How did the bl ood conme to be administered before it was screened -
an obvious violation of the strict Wrld Health O ganisation regul ation?

A Health Mnistry source said test results of bl ood sanples taken from
the donor and victim- sent to the Institute for Medi cal Research - was
expect ed t onorrow.

Deputy director-general of health Datuk Dr Ahnad Tajudin Jaafar said the
Al or Star Health Departnent had already initiated i nvestigations and woul d
submt an initial report.

In the meantine, a Health Mnistry source said the report, now 80 per
cent conplete, would be subnmitted to acting Health M nister Datuk Dr Fong
Chan Onn tonorr ow.

Heal th M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng is attending a WHO neeting in Geneva
and i s expected to return on May 23.

Dr Ahmad Taj udi n gave his guarantee that regul ati ons on bl ood i nfusion
adopt ed by Mal aysi an hospitals were anong the best in the world.

"These include donor screening, blood testing using the nbst recent
technol ogy, proper storage and procedure for rel ease and use," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir
expressed concern about whether the victimhad recei ved adequat e
counsel | i ng.

"The victimmust be given basic information on H'V and how to go on
living a productive life," she said.
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