12/ 10/ 2000
Ni k Azi z advi ses agai nst debate

Saj ahan Waheed; Hizreen Kamal ; Ni k | nran Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - As the Umo and Pas yout h novenents set the nonentum
for a debate on Malay rights to take place next nonth, Pas murshidul aam

(spiritual adviser) Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Ni k Mat and seni or Umo | eaders

have advi sed against it.

But, for all intents and purposes, it is all systens go as Umo Youth
chi ef Dat uk Hi shammuddi n Hussei n sai d t he novenent has the "consent from
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad"

"We are not backing out fromthis," he said today.

On Monday, Pas Yout h chief Mahfuz Omar went to the Umo Youth
headquarters to hand over a letter agreeing to the debate on Mal ay rights,
a chal I enge Hi shamuddin i ssued himlast Sept 29.

Wi | e both Youth chiefs are ready for the "showdown", sone el ders of
both parties are not convinced that it would sol ve the probl emfacing the
Mal ays or bring any benefit.

Ni k Aziz, who is Kelantan Menteri Besar, said in Kota Baru today that he
was agai nst the debate because it woul d not sol ve anyt hi ng.

"I't is meaningless as the final decision on party nmatters i s made by the
top | eadership of both parties," he said.

Ni k Aziz said the only way to resol ve matters between Pas and Umo was
to hold a debate between the party presidents.

"As long as the parties' top | eadershi p does not hold a debate, any
debat e conducted by their | ower rung | eadership will not sol ve anyt hi ng, "
he sai d when comenting on the planned debate between Umo Yout h and Pas
Yout h.

Yest erday, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassi n advi sed
H shamruddi n agai nst hol di ng t he debat e whi ch he felt woul d bri ng no good
to the Ml ays.

Today, Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob echoed sim|ar
sentinments, saying it was a waste of tine.

Adnan, who i s an Umo supreme council nenber, said the truth woul d not
prevail as Pas woul d keep twisting the facts to suit their own needs.

But Umo Youth nenbers are not letting up. Its education bureau chairman
Dr Adham Baba said the debate "is necessary to prove that Umo Youth is
sincere in addressing the Mal ay rights i ssue and ot her rel evant topics."

"The debate is a long-standing issue and it is inportant to have it as
soon as possi bl e.

"I'f we choose not to participate in the debate, Pas woul d | abel us
cowards. Thus we need to face themand prove that we are sincere."

Anot her exco nenber, Dr Shansul Anwar Sul ai man, said t he movenent had
given the mandate to H shamuddin to proceed with the debate during a
recent exco neeting in Kota Kinabalu
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