27/ 10/ 2000

“No bowi ng to external pressure'

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Malaysia will not bowto international pressure
engi neered by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims supporters, who have engaged a
Washi ngt on- based | obby firmto publicise his cause, Defence M nister Datuk
Seri Mohd Najib Tun Razak said today.

"It is the Mal aysi an peopl e who have the right to determ ne and deci de.

"What ever they (Anwar supporters) do will not change Mal aysia's stand,”
Najib told reporters at an open house held by M C president Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vel | u.

Ber nama quoted a Singapore Straits Tines report stating that Anwar's
supporters had engaged a Washi ngt on-based | obby firmto highlight his
cause and | obby for econom ¢ pressure on Ml aysi a.

Naji b said such actions by Anwar's supporters would only end up hurting
Mal aysi ans.

"Their actions will cause hardship to the people. |f our econony is
adversely affected, it will be the people who will be affected."”

He said simlar actions in the past, to tarnish the country's reputation
abroad, had fail ed because foreign investors still had confidence in
Mal aysi a' s econormy.

Naji b, who is also Umo vice-president, was asked how the party would
respond to such actions.

"W are an open country. W cannot stop themfrom goi ng abroad.

"For us, we will just have to explain to the whole worl d that what ever
actions we take are based on the country's | aws. "

He said that if Anwar's supporters really | oved the country, they would
ensure that efforts to solve the country's political problens be confined
within its borders.

Meanwhile, Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais
Yati msai d today t he Gover nnent does not act on chal | enges by i ndi vi dual s
but based on | aw and evi dence.

He added that if there was sufficient evidence that a person had broken
the | aw, action would be taken, regardl ess of whether the person
chal I enged that action be taken agai nst hi mor ot herw se.

Rais was referring to Parti Keadil an Nasi onal Youth chief Mohd Ezam Mohd
Noor's chal | enge that authorities take acti on agai nst hi mfor di sparagi ng
the Prime Mnister inthe United States and Europe.

On whet her action woul d be taken agai nst Ezam Rai s sai d t he Gover nnent
woul d have to look into the matter and not act hastily.

In Alor Star, Backbencher's d ub chai rnman Datuk Dr Janal uddin Jarjis
sai d Ezamshoul d make use of |l ocal platfornms to voice his dissatisfaction
with the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Janmal uddi n sai d di sparaging the Prime M nister overseas was not only
i nproper but al so tantanount to treason.

He said Ezaml s confession that he (Ezan) had snmeared Dr Mahathir's nane
overseas could land himin troubl e as he coul d be punished as atraitor to
the nati on.

Speaki ng after officiatingthe Tenaga Nasi onal Quran Educati on programe
here today, he said Ezani s acti on anpbunted to econom ¢ sabot age of the
country.

Jamal uddi n was asked whet her Ezam s statenent was made to get the
authorities toinvestigate the Opposition's allegations against Dr
Mahat hi r and his Cabi net.



Yest erday, Utusan Mal aysi a reported that Ezamhad confessed his
i nvol venent in a snear canpai gh agai nst Dr Mahathir in the United States
and Eur ope.

He was al so quoted as saying that Keadil an president Datin Seri Wan
Azi zah Wn Ismail, vice-president Tian Chua and i nformatin chief Ruslan
Kassi mwer e responsi bl e i ninfluenci ng Mal aysi an students in ot her
countri es.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mbhd Khir Toyo said if the report was
true, then Ezamwas ungrateful and disloyal to the country.

He sai d actions by certain Opposition | eaders clearly showed they were
fighting for their own personal interests or for a particul ar individual
wi t hout considering the country's interest.

He believed that the Opposition's activities were masterm nded by
"outsiders" who had a hi dden agenda agai nst Ml aysi a.

In Kota Baru, adviser to the Finance M nistry Datuk Mistapa Mohaned sai d
today the snearing of Mal aysi a's good nane abroad by certain quarters had
no ef fect on the country's economy nor would it keep foreign investors
fromcom ng. "The econom ¢ probl emwhich we faced was due to t he regi onal
econom ¢ situation. It was not because of the lies and actions by the
Qpposition to tarnish the country and its | eaders.

"Foreign countries know Mal aysi a better. They regard Mal aysia as a
friend and know Mal aysia is a good place to i nvest. They are not
i nfluenced by the lies," he added.

He said they knew better than to interfere in Malaysia's internal
affairs.

Must apa sai d thi s when asked to comment on whet her acti ons by Cpposition
quarters in spreading lies and defamatory remarks to tarni sh Mal aysia's
i mage abroad had any effect on the country's econony.

In Mal acca, Umo suprene council nmenber Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Mhd Rustam
sai d Keadil an | eaders were being used by the international sociali st
novenent to sl ander the Government and Dr Mahathir.

Expressi ng his disappoi ntment with the confession by Ezamthat he was
i nvol ved in the canpaigns in US and Europe, Mohd Ali, who is also Chief
M ni ster and State Unmo | i ai son chi ef, said Keadil an | eaders shoul d stop
bad- mout hi ng the Prinme M nister who had done a | ot for the country.

Mohd Ali sai d Keadil an | eaders shoul d repent as their actions would only
j eopardi se the nation.

"By instigating foreign investors not toinvest inthe country, they are
doing an injustice to the country and its people."

Whi |l e the Governnent was doing its | evel best to spur econom c grow h,
Keadi | an | eaders were doi ng ot herw se, he said.

Mohd Ali said they were traitors and their actions were unforgiveabl e.
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