04/ 01/ 2000
No contest likely for Umo's two top posts at assenbly

Lokman Mansor

THE Umo general assenbly and elections will be held on May 10-13 and will
likely see no contest for the party' s top posts of president and deputy
presi dent.

Umo president and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d
the dates were chosen in part to commenorate the party's establishnent on
May 11 1946.

"This year's general assenmbly will also be a bit different, because
normal |y the Umo neeting ends on a Sunday. This tinme it will end on
Sat urday. The el ections (of Supreme Council nmenbers) will be held on
Thursday (May 11)," he said at a press conference after chairing the Umo
Suprene Council neeting in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Umo Secretary-General Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob then announced that the
Supr ene Council has agreed the posts of president and deputy president,
which is currently held by Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , wi |l not be
cont est ed.

"The state liaison officers will convey this decision (to nenbers) at
their branch and division neetings," he said.

When asked, Dr Mahathir said it is not a directive but a position
adopt ed by the Suprene Council .

"The council asked liaison officers... to advise their divisions not to
nom nat e ot her candi dates to contest these two posts."

The matter was di scussed general |y by the council nenbers, and t here was
no specific resolution tabled or passed, the Prine M nister said.

Asked whet her the decision is made with a viewto preserving unity in
the party, Khalil said: "Yes. O course...it was initiated by the Suprene
Counci | menbers. "

As for canpai gning, Dr Mahat hir sai d candi dates shoul d be j udged
accordi ng to proven perfornmance and capabilities. "W ask that they do not
do too nuch ask that they do not do too much canpai gni ng."

Earlier, he said the Suprene Council has decided to conduct information
courses for all Umo nenbers in the run-up to the general assenbly.

"W will explain about Umo and its struggles... and why they are
menbers. The courses will also allowus to verify Umo's nmenbership,” he
sai d.

As part of the course material, all Umo Supreme Council nenbers and
party veterans will offer insights on problens faced by Umo, by Ml ays,
and by the country in general, Dr Mhathir added.

"W want Umo nenbers to be nore know edgeabl e about Umo and becone
nore comritted to the party," he said, instead of being preoccupied w th
conpeting for positions or overly loyal to any particul ar individual .

( END)



	No contest likely for Umno's two top posts at assembly (NST 04/01/2000)

