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WHEN f ounder president of Umo Datuk Onn Jaafar proposed in 1951 that
menbership of the party be opened to the non-Ml ays, he was opposed. It
was bitter enough to force himto | eave Umo. He went on to formthe

| uckl ess Parti Negar a.

Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra, a prince and a self-confessed playboy, took
over the party. He pursued a nethod of collaboration with the non- Ml ays
whi ch was nore acceptable to the Ml ays.

He pi oneered one of the nost enduring ethnic political alliances in
nodern history by pronoting the Perikatan, the predecessor to Barisan
Nasi onal

So form dabl e was the alliance that in |less than a decade, the conbined
forces of the Mal ays, Chinese and |Indians successfully hastened the
departure of the British.

When t he Mal ayan Constitution was penned in London, nostly by non-

Mal ayans, the Mal ays were guaranteed their special rights in exchange for
their acceptance of the citizenship of the Chinese, |Indians and ot her
i mm grants of | ndependent Mal aya.

Tunku left in disgrace after the 1969 race riots. The happiest Prine
Mnister in the world, as he often called hinself, was accused of
favouri ng the Chi nese over his own bangsa (race).

Ironically, he was restored to the position of statesman by the very
person who, according to sonme, hounded hi mout of office - Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Dr Mahathir hinself was for many years held in contenpt by the non-

Mal ays who believed the | abel "Malay ultra” given to himby Tunku in the
aftermath of the tragedy.

H storians and commentators rated Malaysia's survival as a multi-racia
nation fromuncertain to slimfollowing the riots. They had the requi em
witten.

Al t hough they had been proven wong, race-related i ssues continue to
dom nate our politics. But instead of killing one another and burning down
each other's properties, we direct our energi es towards nanagi ng the
negati ve aspects of our multi-racialismand harness the positive ones.

IF this is the case, why shoul d anyone be rocking the boat? And what can
be nore disquieting than the Prine M nister hinmself raising an i ssue which
has laid dormant for a long tinme - a non-Malay as Prinme M nister

Some said it was a statenment of fact - that there is nothing to stop a
non- Mal ay from beconing Prinme Mnister

O hers thought that Dr Mahathir dared to say so because he knew t he
I'i kel i hood of it happeni ng was renote.

There were all egations that said the Prinme M nister had gone overboard
intrying to please the non-Mlays. They pointed to the fact that he nmade
the statenent after opening the MCA general assenbly.

Still others believed that Dr Mahathir's real intention was to shock the
Mal ays, especially nenbers of his own party Umo

Whatever is the Prine Mnister's notive, the issue is a |lot nore
conplicated than nerely readi ng and understandi ng the Constitution.

If the subject is not discussed nore widely, it is because the people
are unsure of his real intention and are afraid that it nay get out of
control

Wiile it is true that there is nothing in the statute book to bar a non-



Mal ay from bei ng appointed Prime Mnister, the non-constitutional factors
are equal ly i nportant.

It had been argued in the past that denmography, religion and culture did
not favour a non-Ml ay being appointed Prime Mnister. More so if heis
not a Muslim

By any reasonabl e assunption, it is difficult for the non-Mlays to be
in mjority in the Lower House of the Parlianment where a Prime Mnister is
el ect ed.

Denogr aphically, there are not enough non-Malay majority areas to tilt
t he bal ance agai nst the Ml ays.

But with the split in the Malay votes, the non-Mlay representati on can
increase in strength. There could cone a time when the split is so serious
that the Mal ays have to depend on non-Mal ay representation to choose a
Prime Mnister.

Take the 1999 general election as an exanple. The split in the Ml ay
votes had resulted in the reduction of Umo's representation in the Dewan
Rakyat from89 to 74.

Al 't hough the non- Mal ay representation conversely increased, the nunber
isinsufficient totilt the balance against the Ml ays.

But the tinme could conme when Mal ay representation is further weakened
and the Mal ays thenselves are fed up with their | eaders that they are
willing to support a non-Malay as Prinme Mnister.

O the non-Malays will have to contend with having a Pas representative
as Prime Mnister

NEW Zeal and is very much in the news in Ml aysia these days. Not so nuch
because it had won the Anerica's Cup for yacht race and for its scenic
beauty, but for the things it did to sone well-known Ml aysi ans.

Some years ago, Tan Sri Muhammad Miuhammad Tai b, then the Menteri Besar
of Sel angor, was detained in Brisbane on his way to New Zeal and. He was
charged but was found not guilty of failing to declare a | arge sum of
noney.

Then a picture purpotedly showi ng the Chief Justice, Tun Eusoff Chin
and a well-known corporate | awer Datuk V.K Lingamsailing on Lake
Wakat i pu surfaced.

Much had been said, reported and di scussed about the events. Mihammad
was not only set free by the Australian court, but was al so found not
guilty of corruption charges at hone. More recently he was re-el ected Umo
Vi ce-presi dent.

Eusof f continues to be bugged by the picture but | ast week had his term
ext ended by anot her six nonths.

I like the Utusan Mal aysia's headline quoting Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Departnent Datuk Rais Yatimquoting a Malay sayi ng that whoever

eats the chilli will feel its pedas.

Personally, | don't blane people for getting carried away or becom ng
sonewhat carel ess when they are at a beautiful, tranquil place |ike Lake
Wakat i pu.

Sedated by the serenity of the new surrounding and away fromthe prying
eyes of our kay poh chee countrynmen, we can be so easily lulled into doing
or saying things that would come back years |later to haunt us.

| can tell you that being in Queenstown and on Lake Wakati pu can be
sedative. | have been there several tinmes since nmy first visit in 1971

I had nmany pictures taken - fortunately with ny famly - while sailing
in the | ake. Caneras can do wonders. Ask Ceorge Devan, the friendly
i nsurance nman, how peopl e react when he trains his camera at them

I amsure many feared for their lives when they realised sone SYTs were
i n the photographs taken by Devan.

The placid | ake was a big attraction to nmy son when he was a boy. To



danmpen his enthusiasmof wanting to junp into the [ake, | concocted ny own
legend. | told himthat a child-eating nonster lived init. For a while he
believed it.

It is good sonetimes to instil fear in ourselves and in the people we
care about. Fear, sone people say, can be a great notivation.

A col | eague and forner newspaper editor had a nasty road acci dent sone
years ago when heading in the direction of the resort, forcing himto cut
short his trip.

Fortunately for ne, Queenstown and Lake Wakati pu hold only the fondest
nenory.

In the many trips ny famly and | made to the town and its surroundi ng
areas, we enjoyed peace of mind and strengthened fanmi |y bonds.

O course, we took a |ot of pictures.

THERE is a popul ar belief anbng Ml aysi ans that bad things tend to
happen three in a row.

For that reason, it is considered bad luck to have three persons in a
photograph. It is believed that one will die.

O course, this is hogwash. \Wether you are photographed al one with
Devan or with a bevy of beauties, we will all die one day.

But let us for a nonent live with our superstition. And assum ng that we
put a high priority on politics, we can breathe nore easily now that three
threats of resignation had cone and gone.

It started soon after |ast year's general election by the vanqui shed DAP
secretary-general, Saudara LimKit Siang. Reacting to the party's
| ackl ustre perfornmance, he offered to resign.

Technically, he did. He gave up the secretary-general's post, but
assuned the chai rmanship of the party. To all intents and purposes, he is
still the boss.

Then came the MCA president and Transport Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Li ong Si k, who announced to the Press that he would resign fromthe
Cabi net after crossing swords with sone nenbers of the party's executive
committee.

After nmuch debate, he changed his mnd purportedly in deference to the
wi shes of the Prime Mnister and the Chi nese conmunity.

More recently the controversial Pas Menber of Parlianment for Sik, Datuk
Shahnon Ahmad, announced his desire to give up the post on health grounds.
He, too, withdrew the threat purportedly out of respect for the w shes

of his party.

| use the word "purportedly" rather "deliberately" because only God
knows what went on in the mnds of these politicians.

We can take their explanation only at face val ue.

I DARE not assune that others are as desperate as | amin trying to
under stand what makes politicians resort to the threat of |etak jawatan.
In my desperation, | sought the counsel of a professor friend.

He is no ordinary professor. To begin with, he | ooks nore like a
vagabond than a professor. But | respect hi mdeeply.

This chap had his first book published when he was in Form Three. It was
one of those sleazy "novel picisan" which were popul ar back in the 60s.

Since he is also crafty with | anguages - Bahasa Ml aysi a and English -
and is spiritualistic, | think | can also call himpendeta (Sanskrit for
wi se nan).

The pendeta told ne that this political nmalady is called Down's Syndrone
(wi th apol ogi es to the nedi cal profession).

He said when a hol der of public office is down on his luck and can no
| onger stand up on account of his own strength, he resorts to the tactic
to see if others will come to his rescue

| asked the professor what nedicine can be prescribed for the malai se.



He said reading and prescribed Sun Tzu's Art of WAr. But since war is not
the only objective, he al so suggested the works of great masters |like Lao
Tzu, Chuang Tzu, Confucius and Menci us.

He said while | eaders need to be strong, they have also to be w se. So
he said the study of Al -Ghazali can add to one's wi sdom

| thank the pendeta for his wise words and prom se hi mnasi kandar the
next tine | see him

And what about bringi ng back the rotan (cane) into the classroonf?

| did ask the professor the question. But | don't think he has a problem
with that. Wien we were in school in Alor Star, we feared the rotan as
much as we respected M Jogi nder Singh Jessy, our Guru Besar.

So we did not burn down teachers' roomnms and torch our rivals. But one
pupi| did punch the sports master and was severely dealt with and a few
were caught at Alor Star railway station on their return froma weekend in
Haadyai .

( END)
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