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No ghost witer for this colum

A. Kadir Jasin

HAJI Sal Il eh bin Tahir of Kanmpung Tobiar, in the district of Pendang in
Kedah, was very upset. He accused ne of telling a lie and of using "mata
pena untuk nenutarbelitkan sesuatu hukum dan nemanj angkan fatwa karut."

Al'though Salleh, | believe, is not the only reader who is unhappy with
sone of the things said in this colum, | amconpelled to acknow edge his
compl aint for a nunber of reasons.

First of all, heis my uncle. He is one of ny father's 15 siblings.
Secondly, he is one of the nore enlightened of them Thirdly, and perhaps
inthis instance nost inportantly, he is a staunch Pas supporter and yet
seens to be aware of what was witten in this col um.

He did not read the colum hinsel f. But according to his letter, severa
callers fromas far as Mal acca and Kual a Lunmpur had tel ephoned hi m about
t he col umm.

| had said in the Dec 5 colum that Salleh nust be very happy with Pas’
victory in the Nov 29 general election and for noving much closer to his
quest for heaven.

| accept his condemation in good spirits. Never nmind if he accused ne
of "semata-mata nmenbodek atau menganpu Dr Mahathir." That is his right.
have been cal |l ed worse names and suffered worse retribution for nmy views.

Here and now | acknow edge Salleh's reninder that the ultimte
puni shnment will be that of God.

The condemmati on asi de, ny nessage reached its intended audi ence. In
comuni cation, that is the ultinate objective.

Let me fromthe outset say sorry to himif he has been of fended by ny
comment. Having said that, | should clarify ny statenents because Sall eh,
in his "surat terbuka buat anak saudara Datuk A Kadir Jasin" dated Jan 5
had misinterpreted them He had taken themliterally.

When | said he voted for Pas in the hope of going to heaven, | was not
saying that he did not performother hukumagama. O that he was merely
banki ng on his support for Pas to pave the way to heaven.

I will be anobng the first to acknow edge that he is a pious Muslim |
know this for sure. Like nmy father, he too was educated in the pondok.

But he cannot deny that he considers supporting Pas as part and parcel
of being a good Muslim He may not hinself say this openly. But there is
no denyi ng that Pas canpai gners used this reason wi dely anong the voters.

YES, | did quote himabout poverty in a Berita Harian article 15 years
ago. | thank himfor rem nding ne of it and for sending a photocopy of the
report.

| amstill not denying that there are pockets of poverty anong the

Mal ays and the rural people.

In fact, there will always be poverty no matter how wel |l -devel oped a
society is. Otherwi se, how do we explain God's order to the Miuslins to pay
the zakat? One of the eight applications of zakat revenue is to help the
poor .

Poverty is relative to the wealth of a State or society. A poor person
inarich country like Saudi Arabia is very rich by the standards of a
poor country.

In fact, a poor Muslimin Malaysia is better off than an average person,
say i n Indonesia or Bangl adesh.

Yes | did wite, as Salleh pointed out, about poverty in Padang Ter ap,
Kedah, during the 1985 parlianmentary by-el ection.



| acknow edge saying that Pas was using the issue to the hilt. | even
predicted that Pas would continue to use it in future el ections and warned
the Bari san Nasional and Umo not to negl ect pockets of poverty in such
areas as Padang Ter ap.

Some years later, | wote an article highlighting the various projects
for the hardcore poor of the area.

O course, Salleh could | ook back with great satisfaction that he was
anong the people quoted in the 1985 report. He had then conpl ai ned t hat

poverty was still w despread in the rural areas after 30 years of
i ndependence.
| amsure he is still in a state of ecstasy foll ow ng the success of Pas

in capturing Padang Terap and seven other parlianmentary seats in Kedah in
t he Novenber general el ection.

Heaven aside, | amsure he is on cloud nine.
| WOULD also like to thank reader Datuk J. Jagadeeson for his kind words
in a handwitten letter dated Jan 16. | am touched.

Yes, he is correct. We have not seen each other since the |ast
mllenniumand | haven't yet invited himto nmy open house. He is wel cone
with or without a formal invitation should one be hel d.

I would also like to point out to Jagadeeson, better known anobng his
great many friends and co-workers at the Mal aysian I ndustrial Devel opnent
Aut hority where he was until |ast year, the deputy director-general,
sinmply as Jega, that he and | are very old people. W were born in the
| ast century.

But we are also very lucky to be living in two centuries - the 20th and
21st. Modre so in a country which is exceptionally peaceful by the
standards of the turbul ent world.

I thank Jega for his concern. Being a God-fearing and charitabl e person,
| amsure he is the first to admit that inlife, no pursuit is absolutely
saf e.

There is risk in everything that we do. Wether one is pushing the
boundari es, as Jega described it, or not, is uninportant. If a person

bel i eves strongly enough in sonmething, he or she should be willing to face
a backl ash.
| agree whol eheartedly with Jega that we should be able or willing to

| ook at ourselves straight in the eye and be able to | augh at our
weaknessess and i di osyncraci es, and through such sel f-exam nati on and
| aughter, find a new nmedi umfor progress.

Let nme al so assure Jega that, whether now or in the run-up to the
general election, there has never been a ghost witer and, | pray to God,
that there will never ever be one.

I amsolely responsible for every word published in this colum (except
its title) since it came into being on Jan 19, 1992.

(The nane Ot her Thots was the brainchild of New Sunday Ti nes assi st ant
editor Alan Rashid de Souza. He thought O her Thots was catchy and easy to
renmenber.)

| often told readers who confronted ne over the title that unless we
defend and i nmprove the standard of English in our country, that is how we
are going to end up spelling "thought".

There is no ghost witer for this or any other columm bearing ny byline.
| would like to think that | amthe ghost.

And | hope Jega was nerely being provocative when he suggested t hat
"people with personal notives were using nmy Brother Kadir" to wite this
colum. | wite because | ama scribe.

| wish Jega all the best. | think he is doing a useful humanitarian
service hel ping the South countries, in particular the African nations, to
devel op their industrial capacity.



| amsure he can, as he wote in his letter, use his 30 years of
experience and know edge in industrial devel opnment to hel p these nati ons.

He will not end up |ike Don Quixote, the character in M guel de
Cervantes' novel, who was convinced that chivalry was alive in a corrupt
and fallen world as he searched for the ideal with comic reckl essness and
nai vety acconpani ed by his sidekick, the | oyal and pragmati c Sancho Panza.

I WOULD also like to recognise Dr P. Mithusamy of Kota Kinabalu for his
| etter concerning the prizes for Bank Sinmpanan Nasional's premn um savi ngs
certificates' newm | enniumdraw.

Wiile it is true that the drawis regularly advertised in "your
newspapers"”, as Dr Mut husany put it, let ne once again clarify that
advertisements do not conme under the control of the editors. They are the
concern of the business side of the newspaper operation.

Nonet hel ess, as a reader, he has every right to voice his opinion on
what ever that is published in the newspaper, including advertisenents.

He wote: "Do you approve a Mercedes Benz worth RMr10, 000 bei ng gi ven as
a prize along with Mercedes Benz E240 and C2007?

"Do we not have locally made products equally attractive? Can't we give
an equi val ent bungal ow?

"Even the Prime Mnister is driving a Proton and wants his Mnisters to
use them

"What category of people save npbney with BSN? WII| not a Mercedes Benz
S280 be a white el ephant ?"

For his sake and m ne, his subsequent coments are onmtted. And for his
"pl ease do sonet hing" plea, | believe the nost appropriate authority is
t he bank itself.

I amhighlighting this because Dr Miuthusany addressed his letter to ne
and i nplicated the newspaper for publishing the advertisenent.

INthis colum on Aug 8 | ast year, | wote to express deep concern over
reports of indiscipline and crimnal activities involving nmenbers of the
armed forces and the police

| said although mat hematically their nunmbers may be insignificant (less
than 150 in the case of the mlitary, according to one report), they could
underm ne the strength and credibility of the force

| wote: "Even nore disturbing are the offences commtted. Soldiers were
known to have been killed while conmtting robberies. O hers were charged
and found guilty of rape, armed robbery and gun-runni ng.

"Mlitary personnel were caught stealing guns and other |ethal weapons
fromtheir own units and peddling themto crimnals and nurderers.”

Qur fear was once again proven to be right when, on Tuesday, police shot
dead four robbers arnmed with stolen arny Steyr assault rifles. One of them
was a former nenber of the arny's Gerak Khas conmando unit.

The guns were believed to have been stolen fromthe Royal O di nance
Corps arnoury in Kanmunting, Perak, |ast July 26.

The police, who have their share of rotten apples, should be
congratul ated for the | atest success. Wth the robbers so heavily arned,
the police team in this instance, cannot be accused of being trigger-
happy. The arned robbers deserved to die.

Those who escaped death will now be severely dealt with in the courts.
Armmed robbery and illegal possession of firearns carry the nandatory death
sent ence upon conviction. These crimnals deserve no nercy.

In the neantine, the Defence Mnistry and the nilitary establishnent
must be held responsible for the theft of the rifles, nore so if their
personnel were invol ved

Prom ses alone are insufficient. Sooner or later the people will cease
to believe them

The M nister, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, and the mlitary top brass



must act decisively to end these crimnal activities and stop the rot
before they | ose public confidence.
( END)
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