06/ 04/ 2000

No need for reply, court tells PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Hi gh Court today ruled that Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad need not reply to Datuk Seri Anwar |brahins
response to his affidavit filed yesterday.

Judge Datuk Arifin Jaka said the court had sufficient nmaterial before it
to consider the relevance of Dr Mahathir's evidence to the defence.

He said the prosecution had only to show Anwar's reply to Dr Mahathir

Anwar filed the reply this norning.

Arifin said that there should be an end to the filing of affidavits and
replies and further replies.

Dr Mahathir filed an affidavit yesterday in reply to Anwar's affidavit
which stated the rel evance of his (the Prine Mnister's) evidence to the
def ence.

Anwar filed the affidavit on March 31, followi ng a court order that he
shoul d state his reasons for calling Dr Mahathir

Meanwhi | e, the court adjourned Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddin's
application to set aside a subpoena issued on himpending the court's
deci si on on whet her Dr Mahat hir should testify.

Arifin fixed Daims application for nenti on on Monday when it will
continue to hear subnissions on the rel evance of Dr Mahathir's evidence.

The court heard part of the subm ssion before postponing it |ast Friday
to enable Dr Mahathir to file a reply by yesterday.

Anwar and hi s adopted brother businessman Suknma Dar nawan Sasmitaat Madj a
are charged wi th sodomi sing former driver Azizan Abu Bakar at Tivol
Villas apartnment in Bangsar between January and March 1993.

Sukma is also facing a second charge of abetting Anwar in sodonising
Azi zan at the same tine and pl ace.

Azizan is the forner driver of Anwar's wife Dr Van Azi zah Wan | smail.

Anong ot her things, Dr Mahathir said in his 14-page affidavit that
Azi zan had told hi mhow Anwar had sodomi sed himthe first tine when he
(Anwar) went to his (Azizan's) roomfor a massage

Dr Mahathir said he was convinced that the sex allegations agai nst Anwar
were true after police investigation and listening to adni ssions by those
i nvol ved, al though he had not believed the allegations earlier.

The Prime M nister said he made a "bi g m stake" regardi ng Anwar when he
made a Press statement based on his own perception

(Dr Mahathir had cleared Anwar's nanme during a Press conference in
August 1997.)

Dr Mahathir said his statenent was not based on any proof that Anwar had
not comm tted unnatural sex, and added that it was based on his belief
that Anwar was a pious man and only a fool would believe the allegations.

Further, he said, police investigation then had failed to prove Anwar
had committed the act because Anwar directed police officers to get
retractions from busi nesswoman Ummi Hafilda Ali and Azi zan.

Dr Mahathir said he would not have believed Anwar if he knew that Anwar
was involved in getting the retracti ons.

He never expressed his regret to Anwar that his then political secretary
Dat uk Azi z Shanmsuddi n was involved in the allegations and that he had
repri manded Azi z.

In his 18-page reply filed today, Anwar said Mahat hir was gi vi ng new
evi dence when he said that he (Anwar) went to Azizan's room and sodom sed
hi m



Hearing continues on Friday.
( END)
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