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No need for naval base in Langkaw

Kapten (B) Mhd Suhai mi Mohd Shari ff

THE recent announcenent by Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain to build a naval base at Pul au Langkawi has taken nmany Ml aysi ans by
surprise.

It is hoped that this is not planned by the Federal Government and is
merely an i dea proposed by the Kedah State Governnent.

One needs to really ask the question: Do we really need anot her naval
base in Ml aysi a?

More inportantly, should we spend our linmted funds on buildi ng naval
bases, or should we utilise the noney for the devel opnent of the l|iving
standard of Ml aysi ans in general ?

What real benefits do we get fromthe construction of yet another naval
base? Wio are we def endi ng oursel ves agai nst?

These are pertinent questions which need urgent answers as we are
tal king about billions of ringgit to be utilised for the construction of
t hese gi ant concrete bases.

Al so, we shoul d consider the repercussions of having nilitary personne
on an island filled with tourists.

Par adi se with arnmanent ? Tourists would definitely shy away fromsuch a
par adi se.

Langkawi is known internally and externally as a tourist destination and
an i nternational conference centre.

This is largely due to the efforts of our Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Therefore, Langkawi must remain as such, and not as the site of a naval
base.

Qur Prine Mnister's intentions and aspirations are to ensure that
Langkawi be as devel oped an island as Singapore - pleasant to live and
pl easant to see.

Kanpung houses and gardens need to be rebuilt and organi sed.
Smal | hol ders' | and need to be converted into nore productive and
sust ai nabl e | and.

Al inall, there are a mllion and one things to do before Langkawi can
be as Singapore.

But this would also involve millions of ringgit.

As such, the proposed naval and military base should and nust be
cancel | ed.

The follow ng are two reasons which justify such a cancell ati on:

* There is no real need for Malaysia to have another nmilitary base; and

* |t is very unlikely that we are ever going to war anytine soon.

It is also to be noted that what Ml aysia needs are nore patrol boats,
vehicles and armanents for the nilitary and the police to conbat threats
frompirates, robbers and terrorists.

What we need is nore equi pnent, not bases.

Funds purportedly allocated for the construction of the proposed naval
base in Langkawi should be utilised for the purchase of such mlitary
har dwar e

We shoul d al so bear in mnd what our priority is as a devel opi ng
country.

Shoul d we armourselves to the teeth or utilise what funds we have to
devel op the livelihoods of our people?

Can we afford to build nore naval bases at the expense of devel opi ng our



kanpung and the people as a whol e?
Let us hope the Governnent will consider this for the benefit of the
peopl e of our bel oved nati on.
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