18/ 07/ 2000

No need to abolish deputy or vice-president posts, says Dr M

KUCHI NG Mon. - There is no need to abolish the post of deputy president
or the three vice-president posts in Umo as the existing | eadership
structure works, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

The Prime M nister said changing the structure woul d not nake nuch of a
difference al though there may be other structures which were better.

Dr Mahathir said scranbles for party posts would continue as |ong as
menbers were only greedy to secure positions and not contribute to the
party,

"W will take the mddle road since there are sone proposals to abolish
and sonme to add certain party posts.

"Therefore, we do not need to add or reduce (positions in Umo)", the
Prime Mnister told reporters after visiting the Mng Kiong fruit garden
here owned by entrepreneur Tan Sri Ting Pek Khiing.

He was commenting on reports quoting Wanita Chief Datuk Seri Rafidah
Aziz and fornmer Deputy Prinme Mnister Tun Ghafar Baba who had proposed the
scrappi ng of the three vice presidents posts and the deputy president's
posts respectively.

Raf i dah contended that the contest for the vice presidents was creating
chaos which coul d weaken the party.

CGhafar, on the other hand, said the intense contests in Umo was for the
deputy presidency and not for the three vice president posts.

He proposed that the party scrap the deputy presidency and increase the
nunber of vice president to five with one of them picked as the deputy
prime mnister.

Dr Mahathir said despite sonme proposals to do away with posts and ot hers
defending the need to retain them he believed if nenbers held on to the
denocratic principles, contests for posts would not cause probl ens.

On Ghafar's statenent, he said it was nmerely an opinion fromhim

"W have to study whet her abolishing the deputy president's post will
end the scranble for positions besides the suggestion to scrap the vice
presi dency”, he added.

On the culture of vying for posts in Umo which seenmed to cause splits
when there was a contest, Dr Mahathir said:

"The culture that we should uphold is to observe the denocratic
principles in which if we contest and | ose, we will accept the decision of
the majority and support whoever that won.

"If we | ose and withdraw, then denocracy will collapse. As tine
progress, nore and nore people would | eave every tine they | ose when there
is acontest. Finally, the party will not have nmenbers |i ke now "

Dr Mahathir also criticised certain opinions which were openly aired,
suggesting that it was alright to dabble in noney politics.

( END)



	No need to abolish deputy or vice-president posts, says Dr M (NST 18/07/2000)

