06 JAN 2000
Muhyi ddi n- Umo
NO NEED TO ENDORSE CANDI DATES, SAYS MUHYI DDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 6 (Bernama) -- The Johor Umo shoul d not endorse only
one or two candidates for the vice-president's posts but should let the
party menbers decide on the future | eaders, fornmer party vice-president Tan
Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said today.

He said Umo del egates to the general assenbly in May where el ections
woul d be held should keep their options open, especially during the
critical tinme now

"I'f nore candi dates want to stand, why not...the nore the merrier, and
nmore options. But if (we) restrict only to one, that will create an
i npression that the Johor Umo is not united,"” he said when asked to
comment on calls by several state |eaders that there should be only one
Johor candidate for the post.

So far, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar had indicated his
wi |l lingness to contest for the post while Johor Menter Besar Datuk Abdul
Ghani O hman and Muhyi ddin are expected to do so.

Speaking to reporters after launching a sale at the Pasar Tani site in
Jal an | poh here today, Mihyiddin, who is Donestic Trade and Consurmer
Affairs Mnister and Pagoh Umo division chief, said he had not nmade up his
m nd yet whether to contest or not.

"There is no need to rush, still got time. I amstill getting feedback
fromfriends and UMNO | eaders, " he said.

Muhyi ddi n echoed the statenent of Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad that the party did not accept parochialismand that the allocation
of posts should not be nmade on a state basis.

"It should not be based on state consideration only. This is a process
of | eadership selection not only for Umo but also for the Ml ays. .. about
who is in a better position to assist the present |eadership, to solve
probl ens, face challenges and bring new ideas to strengthen the party," he
sai d.

Muhyi ddi n, who got the highest votes for the vice-presidency in the
1993 Umo el ections but lost in the next elections, said contests for the
three vice president's posts were nornal in Umo and there should be no
curbs on aspiring candi dates.

He said it was tinme for Umo nenbers to break the state barrier as the
el ections were for national and not state | eaders.
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