18 JAN 2000
Raf i dah- Wani t a/ BM
NO NEED TO SEEK PM S | NTERVENTI ON TO AVO D CONTEST, SAYS RAFI DAH

BANG , Jan 18 (Bernamm) -- International Trade and Industry M nister
Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said today there is no need for any Wanita Ummo
division to seek the party president's intervention to avoid a contest for
the top post in the novenent.

She said everyone knew that the Umo suprene council had only advi sed
that there be no contest for the presidency and deputy presidency in the
May party el ections.

"It need not reach the Wanita Umo level. That's really undenocratic,"”
Rafi dah told reporters after opening Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia's
Career Day, here.

She was asked to coment on a suggestion by the Pasir Mas Wanita Umo
division that party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad advi se the
Wanita | eaders not to contest the Wanita chief's post currently held by
Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

Raf i dah, who | ost the post to Dr Zaharah in the party elections in
1996, had indicated that she m ght go for the post in My.

The novenent's vice-president, Datuk Napsiah Orar, who is the MP for
Kual a Pil ah, had al so expressed her intention to vie for the top post.

Asked if she would reach a conprom se with Napsiah to avoid a
three-corner fight, Rafidah said it was too early for her to conment.

Raf i dah al so said that she agreed with Umo secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal i | Yaakob's advice that the Wanita Umo | eaders should not turn the
contest for the novenent's top post into a personal conflict.

"Actually the contest will appear hot if many comrents are nmade. So,
"Il end my commrents. | agree with Pak Lah (Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi ) that the people already know us,"” she said.

Raf i dah said she would only nake a final decision on whether or not to
contest after all the divisions had held their neetings and nmade their
nomi nati ons.
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