07 MAR 2000
Abdul | ah- Umo
NO PACT BETWEEN KEPALA BATAS AND KUBANG PASU, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, March 7 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said there is no pact between the Kepal a Batas Umo
di vision that he heads and the Kubang Pasu division in nom nating
candi dates for the party elections in May.

Kubang Pasu is headed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
who is also Umo president.

"I don't have any pact with Dr Mahathir to nominate certain nanmes. If
t he sane nanes get nominated, it's just a coincidence,” he told reporters
who approached himon the matter after opening the Ml aysian Internationa
Furniture Fair 2000 here today.

He was asked whether his division would nom nate the sane candi dates
naned by Kubang Pasu, in particular nom nees for the three vice president
posts.

Abdul l ah is an Umo vice-president performng the duties of the deputy
pr esi dent .

For the past two Umo el ections, Kubang Pasu did not nom nate anyone to
contest for Umo Suprene Council posts to maintain a senbl ance of
inmpartiality.

However, the council which nmet yesterday, ruled that all divisions
shoul d, without exception, nanme candi dates for the vice-president posts and
ot her council positions.

The directive foll owed the Tawau Umo division's decision to nane only
two candi dates for the vice-presidency at its del egates’' conference | ast
week.

Even so, the Tawau Umo noninations are valid according to party rules.

Reporters al so asked Abdul | ah whether, follow ng the council's ruling,
party menbers could m sinterpret the inpending nom nations by Kubang Pasu
as partisan

"It's inevitable that various quarters will msinterpret as they
pl eased what ever we do

"There's not much that we can do.It was deci ded yesterday and there is

no exenption. Al divisions nust nomnate in full and we'll carry out the
Supreme Council's decision," he added.
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