05/ 12/ 2000
No place for extremi smin Mal aysia, says Dr Mahathir

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
today there was no place for extrem smin Ml aysia and for the sake of
unity he would continue to criticise extrem sts be they Mal ays, Chinese or
I ndi ans.

Speaki ng on Vi sion School s, Dr Mahathir said a Chi nese educati oni st
extrem st group purposely made it an issue to create disunity anong t he
various races.

He, made it clear that he was merely criticising the Chinese
educati oni st group, and not the comunity in general.

"As i f they (the educationi st group) do not adnit to being Ml aysi ans or
that they have to be close with the other races. They want everything to
be separated ... Chinese schools to be separated fromother schools until
t hey becone foreign schools.

"Chi nese school s i n Mal aysi a are Mal aysi an school s al t hough t hey use
Chi nese | anguage as the nmedi umof instruction.

"Any attenpt to isolate the Chinese fromother races will obstruct unity
anmong the various races. My criticismis directed towards this small
group. Its nunber is not big, but it is actingasif tointinidate or
threaten the Governnent.

"That is why | consider themas extrem sts and | will criticise
extrem sts whet her they are Mal ays, Chinese or I ndians. There is no place
for extrem sts in Malaysia," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was speaki ng at a Press conference after |aunching NTT MsC
Sdn Bhd's Arcnet Internet service here.

He said the Vision School concept had nothing to do with the Chinese
| anguage and school s and that the Governnment was aware there was a need to
set up new Chi nese schools due to an i ncrease i n the Chi nese popul ation

Dr Mahat hir said the Government had to think of the country's future and
want ed t he various races to start living together right fromtheir schoo
days to establish good rel ati ons anong t hem

"Those who oppose this do so because it is a process to unite the
peopl e, not because they want to defend t he Chinese | anguage or teaching
in the Chinese | anguage. "

Dr Mahat hir said the Government had frequently re-assured the Chinese
comuni ty that Chinese school s woul d be nmai nt ai ned.

In fact, he said the Educati on Act was anended to wi t hdraw t he powers
vest ed on Education M nister to change the status of Chinese schools to
nati onal -type school s.

"We have done this after pressure fromthis sanme group. W thought that
with t he anendnent to the Act, problens woul d not arise but this Chinese
educationi st extremi st group raises the i ssue so that it can obstruct
unity anong the various races."

Dr Mahat hir said the Government felt the Vision School concept woul d not
obstruct the progress of Chinese schools and as such would not call it
of f.

He added that the Government stood firminits plan to have university
students |ive together regardl ess of whether they were Ml ay, Chinese or
I ndi an.

"They must stay together. That too is a process of integration."

Respondi ng to a question on Singapore's The Straits Tines's allegation
that Mal aysia instigated I ndonesi a agai nst the island republic, Dr



Mahat hir sai d: "W have no comment. We know t hese people and their
intentions. W will not nmake any coment."
( END)
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