16/ 12/ 2000
No plans for Ops Lal ang

Ranml an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Prine Mnister said today the Government has no
pl ans to | aunch anot her Ops Lal ang but warned that it will act to restore
| aw and order if national security is threatened.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d al t hough the situation now di d not
warrant a crackdown agai nst any quarters, the Governnment woul d be pushed
into taking action if "people no | onger respect | aw and order".

"If this happens, then we will have to do sonething about it, not
necessarily an Ops Lal ang but sonething will have to be done,"” he said
when asked to comment on the Opposition resorting to denonstrati ons and
the racial tension foll owi ng demands nmade by the Mal aysi an Chi nese
Organi sation El ection Appeal s (Suqiu) and the Federati on of Peninsul a
Mal ay Students (GPMB).

Suqi u has refused to withdraw its 83-poi nt denmands one of which calls
for the abolition of special rights and privilages for Ml ays.

In response, GPMS subnitted 100 demands to the Government, including one
where it wanted the post of Prine Mnister to be gazetted as an excl usive
Mal ay right.

Inlate 1987, nore than 100 peopl e were det ai ned under the I nternal
Security Act for activities detrinental to national security in a
nati onwi de crackdown dubbed Ops Lal ang.

The Prime M ni ster was speaking at a Press conference after presenting
the M5 1S0O 9001 quality assurance certificate to Faculty of Veterinary
Medi ci ne at Universiti Putra Mal aysia in Serdang.

On GPM5' action, Dr Mahathir said he felt it was a direct reaction to
demands made by Sugi u.

"Once you nmake demands, others will al so make demands. After 43 years of
i ndependence, we have worked hard to bring all the races together and have
reached a degree of harnony not found in other nmulti-racial countries in
the world," he said.

"But when someone nmakes demands, it will provoke others to nmake a
simlar nove ... so, we will be back to square one."

Asked for his advice to Sugiu and GPMS, he said: "Both should stop
(maki ng demands). In Mal aysia, you cannot get everything you want.
Everybody will have to sacrifice if we want to have peace.”

On the Opposition resorting to hol ding demonstrations, Dr Mahat hir said
t he whol e i dea was to disrupt the Government, a common phenomenon anong
devel opi ng countri es.

They assuned that if they denponstrate by the tens of thousands, the
pol i ce woul d be powerl ess to act and when arrested, it would be difficult
for therioters to be identified.

Dr Mahathir said in devel oped and denocratic countries, after el ections
were over, the | osers woul d st op canpai gni ng and di srupting things but in
devel opi ng countries, they would try to bring down t he Gover nment t hrough
denonstrations and riots.

Asked to comment on a statenment by Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor that
denocracy al | owed denonstrations, Dr Mahathir replied there nust be a
reason to do so.

"But when everytine you | ose sonet hing, you denponstrate, that is not
right.

"Here we have an Qpposition party represented in Parlianment, controls
two States and has every avenue to air its protest. They can do this but



i nstead resorted to denonstrating."

The Prime M nister said denobnstrations woul d cause harmto | ots of
peopl e and the country.

"Now, people are tal king about the possibility of an Ops Lalang ... this
will affect the investnment climte and tourists. People in that business
wi Il suffer because of the action of these groups."”

( END)
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