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MAHATHI R- PRODUCTS
NO REASON WHY LOCAL PRODUCTS SHOULD BE LEFT BEHI ND, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, May 22 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
there was no reason why | ocally nade househol d products should be |eft
behi nd foreign nade products when the country was al ready capabl e of
produci ng cars of international standards.

"We want ot her Ml aysian products like air-conditioning units,
refrigerators, oven and other products to be of equal standards in terns of
qual ity and sophistication with foreign made products,” the Prine M nister
said when officiating the Mal aysia El ectric Corporati on Bhd ( MEC)

Di stributors Convention here today.

He said the governnent al ways encouraged | ocal nmade products as the
peopl e could own it and not depend on foreign goods.

Dr Mahat hir sai d househol d products were in denmand all the tine, even
as the country was noving into the information technol ogy era.

He said as the people got nore rich, demand for these products would
al so continue to rise even if they own them as they woul d be seeking for
nmor e nodern and sophi sticated products.

In view of this, Dr Mahathir said producers of |ocal household
appl i ances shoul d give i nportance to research and devel opment to increase
t he sophistication of their products and capability to conpete in overseas
mar ket s.

"More innovations can be nade so that the Ml aysi an brand products can
be equal |y beautiful or even nore sophisticated than products in overseas,"
he sai d.

The prime mnister added that this was nore inportant as | ocal
manuf act urers of househol d appli ances woul d not be able to expect
governnent protection |like the |ocal car producers.

He said the manufacturers of locally made househol d appliances shoul d
al so venture into overseas markets especially the markets of newy
devel opi ng countri es.

"l see a niche for us to enter, especially in the markets of the newy
devel opi ng countries, where the people have started getting hi gher salaries
and they can afford to buy nore househol d appliances," he said.

These countries nay appear unattractive as the people seemto | ack or
not into using electrical products but these are the markets with great
potentials in the future, he said.

"It is |like seeing some countries where people are barefoot. Then you
think they don't need any shoes so there is no market or you (could) think
this is a good place to sell your shoes.

"So | think we should consider those people who have no electrica
appl i ances. They're going to be richer and they are going to use electrica
appl i ances and we should produce it for them" he said. -- BERNAMA
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