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No roomfor politics of hate

Abdul | ah Ahmad

THE ancient rivalry between I slamand Christianity in Europe and t he

M ddl e- East in the nmedi aeval period, later political and econom c
conpetition (with the Otoman Enpire), anti-colonial struggle (in Egypt,
I ndonesi a, Sudan and ot hers) and t he energence of mlitant and radi ca
Musl i ml eaders |i ke Gamal Abdel Nasser, Sukarno, Ayatollah Khoneini, and
even the images of the free-spending Brunei and Arab pl ayboys, dictates
Western views on Islam

Those vi ews and ant agoni sns are al so structured predom nantly by the
erstwhile Mddl e-East terrorists and latterly by the i rages of fanatical
organi sati ons such as Al-M'unah and Pas' incessant denmands (as if it is
the essence of Islam to identify the religion and even the state with
what wormren wear and social rol es.

It must be repeated that the | arger proportion of Miuslinms in the I T-
world today is in fact non-Arab. Mst of the ummah are found in I ndonesia,
Paki stan, India, Iran, Turkey, Bangl adesh, China, Malaysia, with
mnorities all over the world. The Arabs are a minority anong t he ummah.

I slamshoul d, therefore, rightly be thought of in terms of historical
political, cultural, and social diversity. It is not an exclusive thing, a
nmonol i thic unity, except in the | anguage of prayer (Arabic), the articles
of faith, including the pilgrimge to Mecca, at least onceinalifetine
and only if econom c circunstances permt.

Islamin Mal aysi a should, therefore, interact with non-Islanic factors
invaried ways because we are a nelting pot. Agreed Islamw || always pl ay
a major role, but that does not nean it nust domi nate other religions and
cul tures.

What's very dangerous is that Pas wants to establish a puritanica
I slam c nation.

Al'l nust accept the fact that the magjority race is divided as it has
never been before. | do not want to argue about theories or the causes
(there are many); | just want to stress it is a fact, not fiction.

Ei ght nonths have | apsed since the general election, but even after two
by-el ecti ons (both won by Bari san Nasi onal ), the Mal ay di vi de and i ndeed
raci al polarisation are spreadi ng and wi deni ng.

The di sgraceful heists at two Askar Watani ah canps in Gik, the torture
and nurder of two non-Miuslimsecurity forces personnel in Sauk and the
spate of robberies and ot her crines, power failure whenever thereis a
t hunder stormand t he occasi onal breakdown of water supply and ot her

servi ces, which the public pays for, | nmust say, are not hel ping the
Governnent or Umo's confidence building efforts.
What happens on the ground, |'mafraid, is not Iike what sone | eaders

say and sone even boast. We nmust not use | ndonesia, the sub-continent and
t he Philippi nes as our benchmark.

Of course, even sinpletons know we are better, but the question is how
we conpare with Singapore and Japan.

My school mate at the Mal ay Col | ege Kual a Kangsar (MCKK), Unmo secretary-
general and M nister of Information Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob tol d ne about
how t he peopl e are "cenph or have reached the end of their tether with a
particul ar politician".

The Pas challenge is very real; never before has it been so significant
a player. Its influence is growi ng because many Mal ays, as Khalil has
sincerely stated, were and are fed up with the obvious cul prits who remain



protected and unpuni shed.

As Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad al ways says - what is
the use of winning posts in Umo if the party | oses in the next genera
el ection?

And | amstating this, not that | approve of Pas, but people are veering
towards it because they have becone so di senchanted and di sillusioned with
several Umo | eaders, especially in the north-eastern states and even on
t he west coast of Peninsul ar Ml aysi a.

The verdi ct of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims | ong sodony trial on Friday -
whi chever way the judge decides - can spark trouble. It is reassuring to
know t hat the police have said they will be able to nmaintain peace and
security.

An excessive reaction to either: conviction or acquittal canignite
troubl e.

The Opposition's latent | eaders are tenpting their fanatical followers
tothreaten the delicately bal anced raci al i nterests, which have been
deftly nmai ntained since 1955 t hrough bargai ni ng and conprom se anong t he
| eaders, first of the Alliance and nowthe Barisan Nasi onal

While Umo, the lead party in the ruling BN, appears to be on the
defensive, Pas, the major constituent in the opposition front, seens
possessed by a gung-ho attitude.

| sl am commands great respect fromthe Mal ays and Miusli mbumi puteras.
Umo puts greater enphasis on fardhu ki fayah, or services to the
community, besides faith and routine rituals, whereas Pas preaches with
consi der abl e success and appeal by harpi ng on enhanci ng puni shnent for
khal wat (cl ose proxi mty between sexes), drinking, adul tery, ganbling,
eating in non-halal restaurants, danci ng and not wearing scarves.

Pas wants to turn nulti-religious Malaysia into a puritanical theocratic
nation. Umo is for nmulti-racial politics and progress. Pas has shifted
frombeing a rural Malay-centric party tomlitant Islamc politics
following other militant Muslimnations.

This is what Malay politics is all about today. Pas now has 27 MPs and
it controls the Kelantan and Terengganu State Governments. Their Menteris
Besar are both conservative t heol ogi ans and preachers.

The stiff conpetitionto win the bum putera el ectorate has been entered
i n earnest even though the 11th general election is 52 nonths away.

Pas is in a state of euphoria. Be that as it may, | naintain Pas renmains
and will always remain an extreni st Mal ay-centric party which exploits
Islamto win power.

The I sl am sts' worst enem es are (fortunately) thensel ves. They i nsi st
and will fight toretain the word "Islanm in the party's nane. The
Gover nrent has been thinking for along tinme about disallow ng the word
"Islant to be used by a political party because it has caused t he present
serious Mal ay divide.

The Government shoul d have acted firmy years ago, but it did not
because it was, as al ways, overconfident.

There i s no doubt nowand in future that Pas is the greatest chall enge
Umo nust confront. If Pas is clever enough, it nmust focus | ess on I sl am
and instead venture into i ssues beyond the Islam c confine

I n October 1990, 20 Islamic fanatics, dressed in white robes and
brandi shi ng swords, attacked t he Batu Pahat police station. Like in Menal
and the Al Ma' unah fanatics, they al so had believed they were kebal or
i nvul nerabl e.

Al'l did what they did in the name of political Islam anticipating that
their action woul d precipitate an |slam ¢ fundanentali st revol uti on and
after the victory a puritanical |slamc governnent would rule.

As Pas faces the challenge of the blistering realities of Ml aysian



politics, Umo nust relaunch a bold plan to win back the hearts and m nds
of those who have becone disillusioned and di senchanted and to capture the
i magi nati on and expectations of the youth.

It is purgatory listening to Pas' pronouncenents and edicts. | say that
only infairy tales virtue, as cl ai ned by Pas, is always rewarded. |In real
life, unfortunately, it very oftenisn't.

I wonder how | ong this potentially explosive mx of religion and
politics articulated by Pas will be tolerated by the Government and the
silent najority.

Must we wait until the politics of hate consumes us all?
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