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No to denmand for commi ssi on

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Elizabeth John

JITRA, Fri. - Ml aysia does not agree to the creation of a conm ssion to
i nvestigate allegations of maltreatnment of Filipino Musliminmigrants in
Sababh.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said the Governnent coul d
not neet the demand.

The demand is one of two political conditions inposed by the Philippine
host age-t akers.

"W have never had a commission with such groups, what would the
Filipino Governnent say if we did?" he said, stressing that Ml aysia al so
woul d not |ike to have rebels fromthe country aski ng anot her gover nnent
to set up such a comm ssion

Dr Mahat hir was asked about the Governnent's vi ew on demands by
ki dnappers at a press conference after attending a gathering with Taman
Desa Danmi residents near here today.

The ki dnappers had al so demanded an i ndependent state as the other
condition for the rel ease of the hostages whomthey abducted fromthe
Si padan i sl and i n Sabah.

The group is hol ding nine Mal aysi ans and 12 foreigners.

The denands were nade in a letter to the Philippines Governnent.

This foll owed Philippines President Joseph Estrada's instruction to
governnent negotiators to ask the rebels to put their demands in witing.
Dr Mahathir said the Governnent had been host to uninvited inmgrants,

i ncludi ng i n Sabah

The inmmi grants were given special treatnment and were enjoying facilities
meant for Ml aysi ans.

"They use our clinics, hospitals and schools until sometines there are
more of themthan Ml aysi ans.

"If they do not conmit crines then there are no problens,” he said,
addi ng that in Sabah al one, the Governnment spends millions of ringgit to
provi de education to the imrgrants' children and to treat themin
hospi tal s.

Dr Mahathir said it was not right for Malaysia to mistreat Filipino
i mmigrants but sonetinmes action had to be taken if the imm grants conmit
of f ences.

"Sonetimes they own firearns and in Malaysia this is not allowed unl ess
there is a special permt,"” he added.

On the apol ogy by the kidnappers to Dr Mahathir which was rel ayed
t hrough one of the group | eaders, Ghalib Andang @Robot, the Prine
M ni ster said:

"I hope all the hostages will be freed, not only the Malaysians. | think
the whole world is aware of the problemthey (the kidnappers) face.

"If they rel ease the hostages perhaps they may gain sonme synpathy from
the world but if they do not, |I think the world will look at it in a bad
I'ight and they woul d not achi eve anything through their struggles."

( END)
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