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No to Suqui demands (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Governnent coul d not entertai n demands nade by
Suqui as they were tantanount to abolishing Mal ay rights, a nove which
will result in chaos and will paral yse the country's progress.

Stressing that national unity was too val uable to be forsaken, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad tol d the Dewan Rakyat t hat
accedi ng to Suqui's demands woul d not only |l ead to racial disunity, but
woul d al so be as good as repealing clauses in the Constitution which
guar ant eed Bum putera privil eges.

Suqui is the acronymfor Ml aysi an Chi nese Organi sation's El ection
Appeal s Conmittee which clains to have nore than 2, 095 associ ati ons
affiliated to it.

Replying to Kerk Kim Hock (DAP-Kota Mel aka), Dr Mahathir reiterated his
earlier statenment that Suqui's actions were not nuch different fromthat
of the comuni sts who wanted to abolish the special status of Ml ays.

Dr Mahathir first nmade the remark in his National Day nessage on Aug 30.

The Prine M nister said while his criticismwas only directed at Suqui,
especially certain | eaders of the group, they and in particul ar Chi nese
newspapers, nmade his remarks appear as if they were targeted at the entire
Chi nese community.

"I'f the Chinese in general are of fended by my remarks whi ch had been
deliberately distorted by Suqui and sone Chi nese newspapers, | apol ogi se
to them" he said.

Dr Mahat hir added there woul d be no peace in Mal aysia, |et al one
progress, if the Governnent were to resort to ignoring its social contract
and the Constitution.

Thi s was because Suqui's demands t hat the Chi nese be granted all what
they deened to be as their rights virtually nmeant renoval of Ml ay
privileges which were intended to ensure that Ml ays, |agging behind in
many areas, could catch up.

"As Prime Mnister, it is nmy responsibility to ensure peace and security
in the country.

"I know that any attenpt to get rid of the rights of the Ml ays and
Bumi puteras will result in chaos and disorder,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir said al though Suqui did not explicitly say soinits 83-
poi nt dermands, the consequence woul d be the renoval of the divide between
Bumi put era and non- Bumi put er a.

The Prime Mnister said any potential chaos arising fromthe Suqui's
demands was def used because he personal |y forbade Umo Yout h and ot her
Mal ay groups fromresorting to violent protests.

"They were told that | will personally deal with this issue," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He said instigations by outsiders bent on seeing Mal aysia enbroiled in
anarchy as i n sone ot her devel opi ng countries especially Mislimnations,
had appeared to have an i npact anpbng Mal ays and Mal aysi an Chi nese
foll owi ng the demands by Suqui .

Dr Mahathir said despite himrefraining Umo Youth and the ot her Ml ay
groups fromdi spl ayi ng strong protest, Suqui appeared to have decided to
proceed with its demands.

"Their disregard for the ban on raising sensitive issues and di srespect
for the Governnent's social contract and national policies are akin to the
attitude of comunists,"” he said.



"Their disrespect of the other comunities nakes themsinilar to the Al-
Ma' unah (armed cult group)."

He added just as with the call for "Ml aysi an Mal aysi a", what was
demanded were equal rights and neritocracy.

He said neritocracy was in fact used as an excuse for bl ocking and
oppressi ng nati ve people of their rights by i mm grant communities as seen
in an i medi at e nei ghbouring country and ot her nati ons.

"We've seen how natives of the | and becone narginalised, inpoverished
and have no role in the Governnment in the name of so-called equal rights
and meritocracy."

Dr Mahat hir said Suqui had to be reprimanded for chal | engi ng t he soci al
contract and attenpting to grab all for one comunity through so-called
equal rights and neritocracy which the Mal ays rejected half a century ago.

The Prime M nister said Ml aysi ans had accepted that no one conmunity
could get all that it believed as its rights and that all communities had
tosacrificealittle to avoid erosion of the rights of others.

"The Malays willingly diluted their political dom nation because they
wanted to recognise the rights of the non-Ml ays and accepted t he concept
of multi-ethnicity," Dr Mahathir said while relating at |ength how a
mul ti-racial social contract canme into existence in the country.

He said Malay | eaders with their Chinese and | ndian counterparts,
representing the MCA and M C, had agreed that there would be no
national i sati on of properties and rejected the socialist system

“I'n turn nore than one mllion non-Mal ay residents were granted
citizenship of the Federati on of Mal aya after they agreed and recogni sed
the Mal ays as Bumi puteras with special rights," he said.

Thi s social contract enabled the different communities to fight for
i ndependence t oget her.

Dr Mahathir said it would require 3,000 per cent grow h over 20 years to
rai se the Bum putera econom ¢ status fromone to 30 per cent whereas a 33
per cent growh over 20 years woul d be enough for non-Bunmi puteras to reach
the 40 per cent target set by the NEP

"Therefore, it is not surprising that the Mal ays and t he Bum put eras
achi eved only 20 per cent. Even so, governnment agenci es hold 17 per cent
of that, leaving the Mal ays holding only three per cent.

"The non-Bumi putera have al ready far exceeded the 40 per cent stake as
set out in the NEP objective,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said if the affirnmative action were to cease, the
performance of the Mal ays and Buni putera woul d decline further.

"They will revert to being the poorest and marginalised race intheir
own country.

"There is bound to be tension in their relations with the other
comunities," he said.
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