06/ 01/ 2000
No- cont est nove not nandat ory

Zubai dah Abu Bakar
ALOR STAR, Wed. - Umo nenbers are not forced to adopt the party suprene
council's no-contest advice for the posts of party president and deputy
president in the party elections in May, party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbharmad sai d.

He said it was a decision nmade by the council and the nmenbers had the
right not to abide by it.

"It was the suprene council's decision. It was not ne who nade the
deci si on.

"Peopl e can say what they |i ke (about the decision)... if they do not
want to listen, then don't...
"I'f they do not want to heed the advice, it is all right... this is the

council's advice, not mine," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Prime M nister, was comenting on the m xed
reactions fromgrassroots nembers on the supreme council's no-contest
deci sion published in Berita Harian today.

Anong t he opponents were nmenbers from Johor, Negri Senbilan and
Ter engganu.

Asked for his reaction on the comments, the Umo president said: "No
reaction.

"We only advise, if they do not want to listen it is their right," he
sai d when pointed out that there were also allegations that the decision
was undenocrati c.

Kanpung Pasir Lana, Tanpoi, branch | eader Abdul Kayon Abdul Sutan, 51,
had questi oned t he stand.

He said if the two posts were not open to contest, it would | ook as
t hough there was no denocracy in Umo.

Labu Jaya Kanpung LBJ branch | eader Norman Mohd Nor shared Abdul Kayon's
vi ew.

Anot her | eader, Zami Mhamaed from Umo Pasoh | felt the posts should
be contested to gauge grassroot support of the respective | eaders.

An Umo nenber from Marang, Hasmadi Enbong sai d nmenmbers shoul d be
al l owed to choose

Dr Mahat hir spoke to reporters upon arrival at the Sultan Abdul Halim
airport for a short visit to the State today.

He | ater broke fast with villagers at Kanmpung Bukit nbsque in Hosba,
Kubang Pasu.

The council which adopted the stand at its neeting on Monday al so
proposed that Dr Mahathir be renonminated to the presidency and Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmed Badawi nomi nated for the nunber two post.

It al so resolved to advise Umo divisions not to submit other
nonm nations for the two posts.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob had said that State Umo
Iiaison conmittee chairnen woul d advi se their divisions hol ding del egat es
nmeetings to abide by the stand taken by the suprene council

( END)
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