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Nom nati ons show endorsenment for status quo in Umo | eadership

Ahmad A. Talib

WEEKENDS seem to be generating excitement. Not because sone weekends are
ext ended ones, but rather because they happen to be the days when the Umo
di vi si onal neetings are hel d.

This weekend will be no different with 29 nore divisions getting down to
t he serious business of nomnating their |leaders to fill the suprene
council, the party's highest decision-maki ng body.

To date, 48 divisions have net and the results thus far tell an

i nteresting devel opnent.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has so far notched up 47
nom nati ons. Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, the Umo vice president who
is carrying out the duties of that the deputy president, has al so received
47 nomi nati ons.

Kel antan Umo |iaison chief, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, has recei ved one
nom nati on each for president and deputy president.

In order to contest for the presidency, a candi date needs at | east 50
nom nations (30 per cent) while to qualify for the deputy presidency, a
candi date needs at |east 33 nom nations (20 per cent).

Abdul | ah, or Pak Lah, has already qualified to contest while Dr Mahathir
is expected to sail through this weekend.

Sone Umo | eaders and rank and file have cone up with an interesting
conclusion to the latest tally.

They say Dr Mahathir and Abdullah are set to lead the party for the next
three years, that is, the duration of the next term

They say Pak Lah especially has done well while assumi ng the deputy
president's duties and therefore, should | ogically be given the
opportunity to take on the task fully.

The tally al so suggests that Umo divisions, by and | arge, had taken
heed of the council's advice that the top two posts not be contested.
Tanah Merah is the only division so far to have not followed that

advi ce.

Hence, the nomination for Tengku Razal ei gh. As one observer conmented:
"You see, there is denocracy in Umo".

That may be an under st at enent.

Even though the council had issued the advice, a few divisions in fact
di d proposed others to be nom nated for the top posts.

For instance, Tengku Razal ei gh's name was proposed at the Benut division
in Johor but failed to gain endorsenent.

Hi s name al so cane up in Tasek Gelugor, Kuala Krai and Padang Terap but
did not gain support. Tan Sri Misa Hitamtoo was proposed in Seganmat but
did not go beyond the division.

Branch representatives attendi ng the divisional neetings debated on

t hese nanmes before giving their decision.

A senior |eader in Umo raised a couple points on the nom nations. He
said they refl ected the acceptance of Dr Mahathir's | eadership, both at
the party and the governnment | evel

Umo, now nore than ever needs a | eader who can provide a point of
reference for its nenbers. As for the country, Dr Mahathir has proven his
abilities, especially in helping take the country out of its worst
econom ¢ downturn and put it on the fast track to recovery.

Abdul | ah, nmeanwhil e, has done just as well. Under the tutelage of the
Prime M nister, Abdullah hel ped deliver the Sabah Legislative Assenbly to



the Bari san Nasi onal despite initial apprehension among some peopl e.
Pak Lah has proven that he can al so undertake a big assignnment, such as
the Sabah el ection. He al so criss-crosses the country often and at al
hours to canpaign for the party.
For the record, the BN took 31 out of the possible 48 seats in the Sabah
el ection which was held on March 12 | ast year.
O the 31 seats, Umo secured 24, LDP 2, SAPP 3 and PDS 2. Qpposition
PBS t ook 17 seats. O her parties which contested were Pas, Bersekutu,
Setia, Pasok and a few | ndependent candi dat es.
As for the Nov 29 general election, the BN under Dr Mahathir was
returned with a two-third majority, reflecting once again the people's
acceptance of its policies and adm ni strati on.
The BN won 148 seats in the 193-seat Dewan Rakyat despite the
Opposi tion's onsl aught.
"Sonme people said Dr Mahathir's adm nistration nust pass certain tests.
They al so nentioned that Pak Lah nmust al so pass certain tests.
"First, it was the Sabah el ection. The BN passed the test very well.
Next came the general election, and the BN passed that too.
"So, what's wong with maintaining the status quo, having passed the
tests put up by critics? If they have shown nuch success, why not just
give themthe mandate to continue? It's only logical... in football, no
coach woul d want to change a winning team" the senior |eader, who is also
a key menber of the suprenme council said.
Di vi si ons which have yet to hold their neetings will now be anal ysing
t he nom nations thus far.
A coupl e of conbi nations are being studied. Having seen an increasingly
clear picture of the nunber one and two posts, the divisions will now
shift their focus slightly to that of the vice-presidential hopefuls.
Umo veterans offer interesting views on the way voting may end for this
position come May 11. Del egates may opt for a conbi nati on of one Cabi net
m nister and two Menteris Besar or one Menteri Besar and two Cabi net
m ni sters.
Why ?
A Federal minister is inportant in providing continuity at the nationa
| evel while Menteris Besar provide State-level support and strong grass
roots co-ordination.
It remains to be seen which of the conbinations will emerge. For that
matter, it remnins to be seen whether these conbinations are relevant in
today's political clinmate.
For the record, incumbent vice president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who
is also Defence M nister, and Johor Umo Liaison chief Datuk Abdul CGhan
O hman who is also Menteri Besar, are |eading the pack
Both have qualified to contest while Sel angor |iaison chief Datuk Seri
Abu Hassan Orar needs one nore nomihation to qualify.
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