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Nom nation for all posts (HL)

Abdul Razak Ahmad; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Umo suprene council today rul ed that al

di visions nmust, fromnow, nom nate candi dates for all posts for the My
party elections at their annual del egates' neetings.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the rule applied to
all posts, including that of the president and deputy president.

The Prime M nister said the rule al so included the Kubang Pasu di vi si on,
of which he is the chairman

Fromthe tine Dr Mahathir becane Prime Mnister in 1981, the Kubang Pasu
di vi sion has abstained fromnom nating any one for any post. This was to
ensure no one woul d m sconstrue it as a "directive" fromthe party

presi dent.

"Al'l divisions nmust nomnate fully and not | eave any vacancy, but for

t hose which have done so, we will allowit," he told a Press conference
after chairing the council neeting at Menara Dato' Onn

"When the suprenme council advised that there be no contest for the posts
of president and deputy president, it neant they should nom nate the

i ncunbent for president and Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi, who has been
carrying out the duties of deputy president, for the post of deputy
president."

Dr Mahathir said the council, however, ruled as valid the Tawau

di vi sion's deci sion on Thursday to nonminate only two nanes for the three
posts of vice-president.

He said this when asked about the status of the nom nations nmade by the
Tawau di vi si on which was the first to hold the neeting

Dr Mahathir said the suprenme council "allowed it" as Tawau held its
meeting prior to the directive and, therefore, did not contravene party
pr ocedur es.

Asked whet her a candi date nom nated by a division nust declare early on
whet her he accepted the nom nation or not, he said there was no need for
t hat .

"If the person nom nated does not want (to accept), he can nmake a
statenment that he does not want (the nomination), either early or after he
hears about the nunber of divisions which have nominated him That's his
right.”

The Batu Gaj ah division, which held its neeting on Sunday, had not

nonmi nat ed Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah for the vice-presidency, despite having
made a proposal to that effect, because it apparently did not know whet her
t he Kel antan Umo chi ef woul d accept the nom nation.

Asked about the suggestion by the Papar division to reviewthe rotation
system of appoi ntnent of the Chief Mnister for Sabah, Dr Mahathir said:
"That is a suggestion."

On reports that several branch del egates had boycotted sone divisiona
nmeetings, Dr Mahathir said the nunber was smal |

Records show only 0.3 per cent of the party's 17,411 branches nati onw de
faced such a probl em

Dr Mahathir said he had held a neeting with division heads to get
feedback fromthemon ways to strengthen the party.

He said he found the feedback very useful. As such he plans to neet the
heads of Umo Youth and Wanita and to continue his neetings with division
heads and ot her groups.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob, who was present, said



after receiving a list of nomnations fromall divisions, the party

headquarters woul d contact those nominated to determ ne whet her they

accepted the nom nations or not.

"They will then have to give an official answer,’
( END)

he sai d.
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