21/ 03/ 2000
Nom nati on poser for Kubang Pasu del egates conme March 30

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

FOR the first tinme in alnmost two decades, del egates attendi ng the Kubang
Pasu Umo neeting will nom nate candi dates for top party posts in Umo.
The neeting scheduled for March 30 at Dewan Jitra in Jitra will be

wat ched cl osely not only by Umo nenbers, but also others fromall over
the country.

Whet her Kubang Pasu division | eaders and nenbers like it or not, those
whomthey will propose will likely be said to have the "bl essings" of
party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

It was to avoid this possible m sconception that the division had -
since Dr Mahathir, the Kubang Pasu division chief, became the Prine

M nister in 1982 - abstained fromnom nati ng anyone for the posts of the
presi dent, deputy president and the three vice-president positions.

This time around, however, the division has been given no choice but to
nane candi dates to contest in the party's May 11 el ections.

The suprene council's decision that all divisions nust noni nate

candi dates for these posts, in addition to the 25 el ected suprene counci
seats, has changed the trend, certainly nmaking the Kubang Pasu di vi siona
nmeeting one of the nost interesting to watch.

In the past the Kubang Pasu division, at nost, had nom nated candi dat es
only for the suprene council seats.

"W know for a fact that in Umo, npbst decisions taken by the party are
often linked to the president's perspectives, and since he is head of
Kubang Pasu division, it is only expected that the division' s choice of
candi date for any post will be said to be those endorsed by Dr Mahathir,"
said a political observer

Based on the trend of nominations so far by 80 Unmo divisions - al nost
hal f of the 165 divisions in the country - the nom nations for the posts
of party president and deputy president will elicit little excitenent.
"What is interesting will be who the division will nom nate for the
three el ected posts of vice-president,” said a conmttee nenber of another
di vision i n Kedah.

There are nine aspirants going for the party's third hi ghest position,
nanely Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Datuk Abdul CGhani O hnan, Datuk Seri
Abu Hassan Orar, Datuk Seri Osu Sukam Tan Sri Mhanmad | sa Abdul Samed,
Dat uk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar, Tan Sri Muhamad Muhanmmad Tai b, Datuk Dr Rais
Yati mand Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin. The first three have qualified.

"I't will not cone as a suprise on that day to hear a delegate throwin
the name of Ku Li (Kelantan Umo chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah) for one of
the posts open for contest." This, despite Tengku Razal ei gh mai ntai ni ng
silence on the position he woul d want to contest.

Hi s opi nion was based on what transpired at the Kubang Pasu youth
nmovenent's del egates neeting where voting had to be carried out when nore
than one nane was proposed for the Umo youth chief and deputy chi ef
posts.

Al t hough t hose who favoured acting youth chi ef Datuk H shanmuddin
Hussei n out nunbered those favouring Datuk Annuar Musa, there was a cl ose
fight for Datuk Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir and Zein Isma Ismail for the
nunber two post.

"Many had expected Abdul Aziz to be chosen by the del egates since he is
t he Padang Serai Umo youth comittee nenber, but Zein was al so
nonmi nat ed, " he expl ai ned.



The division's Wanita novenent's del egates neeti ng schedul ed for March
24 at Sekol ah Menengah Jitra is al so expected to see a close fight between
t hose "packaged" under former Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz's
"canp" and those backing i ncunbent Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.
"The novenent's conmittee nenbers are divided as to who should | ead the
movenent and voting will take place,” said a Kubang Pasu di vi si on
conmi ttee nenber.
The division's deputy chief, Tan Sri Gsman Aroff, said despite this
bei ng somet hing new to the del egates, there would be no probl em on that
day.
He said like the other divisions, delegates were free to nom nate
| eaders of their choice to fill all posts open for contest.
"But of course they should bear in mnd the no-contest advice for the
top two posts by the suprene council."
That neans that nobody other than Dr Mahathir and vice- president Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi shoul d be nom nated for the top two posts
respectively.
The division committee is scheduled to nmeet on March 28 to make
preparations for the delegates' neeting at the end of the nmonth. It will
deci de, anobng ot her things, how voting should be carried out if nore than
one nane were to be proposed for the posts of president and deputy
presi dent.
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