16/ 07/ 2000

Nor Ram | e's | egacy remenbered

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Nor Ramlle Sul ai man, the | eader of Ml aysia's

20- menber expedition to conquer Mount Everest in 1997 who died early
yesterday, will always be remenbered by his teamnmates and friends for his
dedi cation and contribution to the nountai neering sport.

One of the two Mal aysians to reach the sunmit, M Magendran, 33, said
Nor Ram | e was a dedi cated person and one of the key players who made the
Proj ect Ml aysia Everest '97 a success.

When they returned fromthe expedition, he said Nor Ranlle ained to
transformthe Mal aysi a Mount ai neeri ng Associ ation into a federation, and
with the existing conmttees, it was done | ast year.

"Hi s contribution would be renmenbered by all of us. He is indeed a great
|l oss to the federation."

Magendran said news of Nor Ranlle's death cane as a shock to all as he
had never conpl ained of any ill-health.

"When | received a call at 3.30amyesterday about his death, | just
could not believe it," he said, adding that |ast week he saw Nor Ranml | e
the last tinme at the federation's neeting.

He said at the neeting, Nor Ram | e was busy discussing the progress and
pl ans of the federation.

Magendran said Nor Ram e, who was federation president, carried out his
duties well and was able to reach out to everyone.

However, one of the many things about Nor Ramle that he woul d never
forget was his favourite phrase each tine before a clinb.

"Nor Ranile would tell us to bring out what we brought in on our
nmount ai neeri ng expeditions. He was an environnent | over and reni nded us
not to litter."

Muhamad Fauzan Hassan, 33, who were anong the four who nearly nade it to
the sunmit on the final attenpt, said he was saddened by Nor Ranmile's
deni se.

Muhamad Fauzan said Nor Ramle was not only a dedi cated nount ai neer, he
was al so sormeone whom people would turn to for help.

"During the Mount Everest expedition, he was firmwhen dealing with
tense situations and al ways ensured our safety."”

N. Mohandas, 36, who successfully reached the peak of Munt Everest,
said Nor Ranil e had a good heart and was a good | eader.

Nor Ram |l e died at his house yesterday at 2.30am He was 45.

Magendran and Mohandas created history by becomi ng the first Ml aysi ans
to reach the summt of the 8,848m high nountain after a 59-day clinb at
2.10pmon May 23, 1997

Nor Ramnml ee | eaves his wife, Roslin Abdul Jalil, and two children,

Nor shari na, 19, and Norshazlin, 14.

The expedition was the brainchild of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who | aunched the project on June 4, 1996.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong conferred Nor Ranlle the Kesatria Mangku
Negar a
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