20/ 03/ 2000

Nost al gi ¢ nonent as party's flag is raised

| POH, Sun. - Ipoh Tinmur division chief Datuk Yahaya Shafie today raised
the Umo flag to open the del egates’ neeting at the Town Hal |l today.
It was a nonment of nostalgia, for it was here that the party initiated
and then adopted the design for the flag nore than half a century ago
In June 1946, the second Umo general assenbly was held here. The two-
day general assenbly was opened by the then Sultan of Perak Sultan Abdu
Aziz. Menbers from34 political and social organisations were present.
Several shapes and designs for the flag were proposed but none had the
patriotic appeal until |katan Setia Kanpung Baru of Kual a Lunpur cane up
with a design that enconpassed the true spirit of the Ml ays.
The red and white flag with a green keris placed in a yell ow oval, has,
si nce then, been a synbol of pride for Umo.
Al'l the col ours and the dagger personify Umo's struggle - red for
courage, white for virtue, yellow for royalty, green for Islamand the
dagger for the Malay race.
In his speech, Yahaya said that such an event shoul d be renmenbered so
that nmenbers woul d al ways know and under st and what Unmo stood for in the
past, present and future.
He al so remi nded nenbers to be loyal to the party and | eaders, abstain
fromscandal and noney politics and to understand and accept deci sions
made for the good of the party.
Yahaya sai d the division abi ded by the supreme council's advice and
nonmi nated Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as Umo president
and Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi as deputy
presi dent.
Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak has been noni nated as vice-
president along with Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani O hnman and
Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Gsu Sukam
Yahaya al so said he would be contesting the post of Umo deputy
per manent chai r man.
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