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Not possible to inplenent all Islamc | aws, says PM

Kamar ul Yunus

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the Governnent is not
rejecting Islamc | aws but, under the present circunstances, it does not
think that it is possible to inplenent fully all the |aws.

This is because conplete codification of Islamic laws is not possible as
Mal aysia is multi-racial and nmulti-religious. The fact that Islamc | aws
are largely uncodi fied opened themto nmany interpretations, some of which
must be contrary to the tenets of |slam

Dr Mahathir said the | aws of the country are not such as to negate the
principles of Islamic |laws and justice. "The puni shnment may be different
but the principles are the sanme," he said at the opening of an
international seminar on Islamc lawin the contenporary world in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

He said it is quite inpossible to obtain exanples of codified Mislim
laws fromother Muslimcountries and difficult to determi ne the procedures
followed in carrying out due process of |aw

And al t hough the | aws of |slamshould be based directly on the Quran and
the Hadis, they have always | ent thenselves to different interpretations.

As such, he added, Islamc laws in Malaysia are codified to avoid
i njustice.

Dr Mahathir al so said Muslins today, including the Mal ays, are |ess
tolerant and care little for the views of others when practising the
teachings of Islam including the interpretation of Islamc laws and their
i mpl enent ati on.

It would seemthat a Muslimis only Muslimif he is harsh in the
execution of Islamc laws. "Even when Islampermts flexibility, it should
be rejected in favour of rigidity. The greater the rigidity in the
interpretations, the nore a Muslimis faithful,"” he said

Dr Mahathir said Islamtoday appears to be different fromthe religion
of peace and tol erance that was brought by the Prophet Muhanmad. "Islam
has become a rigid, intolerant and seem ngly unjust religion to the
faithful and to others because of the fanaticismand m spl aced orthodoxy
of people with vested interest.

"If Islamis to be once again the religion of justice, then nodern
Muslimjurists nmust | ook again at the old interpretations of Islam in
particular those relating to justice. There can be no doubt that Islam
uphol ds justi ce.

"If it does not seemto do so, it is not because Islamis wong. It nust
be the practitioners of Islamwho are wong."

Dr Mahathir also said there are sone Miuslins who woul d consider that if
the enforcenent of Islamc laws resulted in the victimbeing puni shed and
not the crimnal, then it would still be just.

He said there is a need to denonstrate that |slamc |aws and enforcenent
are as just as could be and while such laws could not be in full accord
with modern |iberal thinking, they could be conpatible with universa
concepts of justice

Islamic justice, he said, will not differ nuch fromWstern justice when
it cones to punishing the crimnal and according justice to the victim

Later at a dialogue, Dr Mahathir said it is not practical to inpose a
deat h sentence on professed Mislins who comrit apostate.

"Such a nove will provide disincentive to the non-Mislins to enbrace
I sl am as we have put fear in themof the possible death sentence if they



renounce to their original religion," he said.

The two-day seminar, jointly organised by the Institute of Islamc
Under st andi ng Mal aysia (lkim and the Departnent of Syariah Judiciary
Mal aysia, is ainmed at exanmining efforts to inplement Islanic laws in the
contenporary Muslimworld.

Partici pants conprise of judges, |awers, scholars and practitioners of
Islamic | aws fromEgypt, N geria, Yenen, lraq, Turkey, Indonesia, Russia,
Brunei and Mal aysi a.
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