20/ 02/ 2000
N Day cel ebrations to be different

Jumaat un Azm

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The National Day celebrations this year will see
Mal aysi ans out in full force on the streets - just |ike when the new
m ||l enni umwas ushered in.

Culture, Art and Tourism M nistry Deputy Mnister Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen
said this would represent a change from previous years when the high point
of the cel ebrations was the parade.

"I't will be simlar to the m|lenniumcel ebrations. W have been
celebrating National Day quite seriously before with the parade on the
actual day. This year, we want the people to go out on the streets," she
told a Press conference.

Ng said her Mnistry would be working with retailers, hoteliers and
other rel ated bodies in planning the cel ebrations.

She said other activities being planned included nega sal es, Nationa
Day sal es, decorating of the city and the airing of patriotic songs over
RTM

She said unlike other Ml aysi an cel ebrations, National Day was for al
Mal aysi ans to cel ebrate together.

On Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s suggestion to have
tour packages designed specifically for students, she said her Mnistry
was working with the Education Mnistry on the matter

"W have been discussing this idea for sone tinme. The proposed student
tour packages nmay be included in the school curriculumor through Tour
Cl ubs hel d outside school hours," she said.

Ng urged the Parent-Teacher Associations and schools to start such
programres to educate students through tours and visits.

"We are pronpoting edu-touri smwhere the students get non-fornal
education. They can visit an oil palmestate and | earn about product
processing and visit a shopping conplex to | earn about consunerism

"What matters is the way the tour is packaged," she said.

Earlier, Ng launched a Chap Goh Meh celebration at City Square organi sed
by Gty Sguare, the Kuala Lunmpur Tourism Associ ation and the Crown
Princess Hot el

Chap Goh Meh is the 15th day of the Chinese New Year cel ebrati ons.

Some 300 tourists attended the event where they were entertained with
cul tural shows and handi craft exhibitions.
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