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MOST newspapers on Wednesday highlighted the Prine Mnister's
dissatisfaction with the level of security along Sabah's coastline.

The Utusan Ml aysi a headl i ned: "PMtidak puas hati - tahap kawal an
kesel amat an di perairan Sabah perlu dipertingkat” (PMis dissatisfied -
the |l evel of security patrols in Sabah waters has to be stepped up).

The Star, under the banner "repel the invaders" quoted Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad as saying in Kota Kinabal u that he was still not
satisfied with the neasures taken to boost security al ong Sabah's | ong and
por ous coastli ne.

This was foll owed on the sane day by a Cabinet order for security
nmeasures to be beefed up. The Utusan headlined it: Kawal an di perketatkan -
Kabi net arah ATM tanmbah penenpatan tentera di Sabah (Tighten Security
Measures - Cabinet directs the Arned Forces to station nore personnel in
Sabah) .

Under standably, it was not easy for the Prinme Mnister to nake such a
conclusion as it reflected negatively on a | ot of people and agencies
responsi bl e for defence and security of the country.

But wi thout himsaying so, the very sane peopl e and agenci es woul d be
less than inclined to accept a sinilar sentinment expressed by others. They
are known to have taken exception to such a vi ewpoint expressed in the
nmedi a.

Hopefully, the Prine Mnister's conment and the Cabinet's instruction
will pronpt themto rethink their stance and marshall the courage to
acknow edge t hat there have been dangerous defence and security | apses
lately.

O herwi se how do we explain the repeated raids on our islands by
Filipino gunnen in the last four nonths resulting in our people and our
foreign guests being taken hostage. The latest incident on Sept 10
happened despite pronises by the highest officers in the defence and
security establishnents that coastal patrols had been stepped up

There appears to be a deeper problemin our defence and security
establishments. It can be said that for quite a long tine they have not
been call ed upon to account for their preparedness, or the lack of it,
until the Al-Ma'unah raid in Perak and the hostage taking in Sabah.

Since the di sbandi ng of the Mal ayan Communi st Party and the | ayi ng down
of arms by its fighters nore than a decade ago, the preparedness of the
mlitary has never been truly tested.

The public is told that the nmlitary is actively involved in guarding

our sea and | and borders against infiltration by illegal inmgrants and
ot her undesirable elenents in collaboration with other | aw enforcenent
agenci es.

But the body count of illegal immgrants who drowned at sea while trying

to reach our shores al one suggests that the enforcenent has not been

ef fective enough to deter them If unarmed civilians in wooden boats can
infiltrate our coastline, one wonders what assurance we have that we are
safe fromthe better equi pped raiders and insurgents.

The sterling performance of our soldiers and policenmen in UN
peacekeepi ng duties around the world will be rendered hollow if the
sovereignty of our territory continues to be violated at will.

On the sane subject, | beg to disagree with Mkhtar |Ismail of Kajang,
Sel angor, who wote to the Utusan Mel ayu (Thursday) to propose the



formati on of a coast guard to patrol our shores.

Wth some 320, 000 nmenbers, we have nore than enough sol diers and
policenen to guard our territorial waters and coastlines. Al that is
needed is for themto do a better job

I WSH | had the courage and confidence to share the optim sm expressed
by a certain mnister that the | atest kidnapping in Sabah by Filipino
terrorists of three Malaysians will not affect tourism

It may not affect tourismel sewhere in Malaysia. On the contrary, resort
areas may benefit fromtourist flight fromdangerous spots in Sabah. But
for Sabah in general and its southeastern islands in particular, the
i medi ate future does not | ook prom sing. At |east not until and unl ess
these terrorists are blown to bits.

In fact, we have to fear that the ongoing military action by the
Phi |l i ppi ne Government may pronpt the terrorists and other armed gangs to
seek shelter in Sabah. So the order to shoot these terrorists if they
enter our territory deserves our fullest support.

It must be borne in nmind that there are an estinated 50, 000 people with
refugee status in the State. Many nore are in the State illegally. The
terrorists may seek shelter anong these peopl e.

It is totally understandable that nore and nore people in Sabah are
beginning to | ose patience with the refugees. Sone have gone to the extent
of suggesting that there is a hidden agenda in allowing themto stay so
long and live freely in the State.

Knee-jerk action by the authorities does not pronote confidence. Yet
some of themhad the audacity to tell us that the | atest ki dnapping
happened only a day before new security measures were put in place.

What hogwash! What have they been doing since the first hostage-taking
rai d nmont hs ago?

But unlike ny fell ow scribe Awang Sul ung of M ngguan Ml aysia, | have
given up the idea of asking responsible people to take responsibility for
such a debacle. What nore to suggest that they should resign.

A surat |ayang has a better chance of hounding themout of their jobs
than a barrage of criticismby the nmedia. The media cannot do so wi thout
bei ng accused of harbouring an agenda or pronoting a conspiracy. It seens
that it is not our culture to accept responsibility and resign.

Al that | can say is we should not msinformthe tourists. If we cannot
reasonably guarantee their safety, we should not encourage themto go to
these unsafe places. W should tell themthe truth

The Si padan incident and the resolution of the ensuing crisis did not
speak well of our role as host to the foreigners taken hostage by the
terrorists.

After all why should they want to conme to our country if only to be
t aken hostage by foreign raiders?

As for the Pulau Pandanan raid, we can only hope and pray that the three
Mal aysi an hostages are not harnmed fol l owing | ast week's attack by the
Filipino armed forces on the suspected hide-outs of their captors.

ITis heard on the grapevine that Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmed Badawi has no probl em sl eepi ng after maki ng maj or
gover nnent al deci si ons.

But he was reported to have told close friends at a gathering in Kual a
Lunpur sone days ago that he could not sleep if he could not help a
friend.

He said he was aware that many friends had counted on himto help them
in private and official matters. But it is humanly inpossible for himto
fulfil all their expectations. He pl eaded for their understandi ng and
pati ence.

Under st andabl y, Abdul | ah has many friends - genuine friends. Friends who



remain with himthrough thick and thin. Friends who were willing to be
politically incorrect by sticking with himwhen he was down and out.

For a political |eader who has gone through so many phases of life,
Abdul | ah natural ly gathered countless friends and acquai ntances. He was an
active youth | eader and senior civil servant before taking the |ong and
someti mes arduous political road. He is, above all, an ulama. But unlike
pseudo ul ama, he does not flaunt his religious credentials.

Now t hat Abdul l ah is back in power and wi thin sight of the pinnacle of
power, these friends - sone, if not all - nust surely be hoping that he
will help themin return.

It happens to other politicians and will happen to Abdullah. Wthin
reason, this is neither unexpected nor unreasonable. There is nothing
wrong or objectionable for himto hel p the deserving cases. In fact he
nust .

But for a | eader who has the rare distinction of being labelled "M N ce
Quy" and "M dean", reputation neans everything. Hs |ife and career
hinge on it.

Abdul  ah's friends and supporters are as responsible as he is in
creating this distinctive image. If they in the past enjoyed being in the
conpany of a nice and clean |eader, | amsure they will not now do things
to snmear his nane.

I nstead they nust protect himfromothers who nmay want to take advant age
of his pleasant nature for personal gain.

So let us not burden himwi th things that can cause himto | ose sl eep
He needs a good night's sleep to be able to carry out the increased burden
of running the Governnent.

SELANGOR Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mohanmad Khir Toyo promi sed two weeks ago
that the State Government woul d take the creation and mai nt enance of green
lungs seriously. He said | aws woul d be used for the purpose. W have heard
such a prom se countless tines before fromsuccessive Menteris Besar.

But with each prom se, nore green |lungs di sappeared - chopped down and
| evel l ed to make way for roads, houses, factories and even governnment
bui l di ngs. Bandar Baru Bangi, where | once lived, is one of the many
exanpl es of these broken promni ses despite being devel oped al nost
excl usively by the Sel angor State Econonic Devel opnent Cor porati on.

Even children's playgrounds and public parks have been known to be taken
away and not replaced. Several others were saved by well-publicised public
protests.

The ease with which these prom ses were made and forgotten rem nd nme of
a poem by the great M ddl e- Eastern poet, phil osopher and artist Kahli
G bran in his collection entitled The Prophet. It goes |like this:

"And then a schol ar said, speak of tal king. And he answered sayi ng:

You tal k when you cease to be at peace with your thoughts;

And when you no | onger dwell in the solitude of your heart, you live in
your lips, and sound is a diversion and a pastine.

And in nuch of your talking, thinking is half nurdered.

For thought is a bird of space that in a cage of words may i ndeed unfold
its wings but cannot fly.

There are those anong you who seek the tal kative through fear of being
al one.

The silence of al oneness reveals to their eyes their naked sel ves and
t hey woul d escape.

And there are those who tal k, and wi thout know edge or forethought
reveal a truth which they thensel ves do not understand.

And there are those who have the truth within them but they tell it not
i n words.

In the bosom of such as these the spirit dwells in the rhythnic silence.



When you neet your friend on the roadside or in the narket place, |et
the spirit in you nove your lips and direct your tongue.
Let the voice within your voice speak to the ear of his ear;
For his soul will keep the truth of your heart as the taste of wine is
remenber ed when the colour is forgotten and the vessel is no nore."
( END)
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