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JCM Phi | i ppi nes
OFFI Cl ALS BEGA N TALKS FOR MALAYSI A- PHI LI PPI NES JCM MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- Senior officials of Milaysia and the
Phi |'i ppi nes began a series of nmeetings here today in the run-up to the 4th
m nisterial-level joint conm ssion neeting on bilateral cooperation (JCM
on March 1-3.

The last JCMwas held in the Philippines in 1996.

The Kual a Lumpur tal ks kicked off with the 4th joint conmmttee neeting
on border cooperation (JCBC) and this will be followed by the 2nd neeting
of the joint conmttee on the assistance for the socio-econom ¢ advancenent
of MuslimFilipinos tonorrow

Foreign Mnistry Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhanad, who is
| eadi ng the Ml aysian del egation at the official-Ilevel discussions, said in
hi s opening remarks that the JCBC provided an inval uabl e opportunity for
both countries to nake forward novenents in several aspects of border
cooper at i on.

Today's neeting is divided into two working group sessions -- one on
t he border patrol coordinating group and the other on border crossing.

Abdul Kadir said although the JCBC | ast nmet al nost four years ago, four
i nter-sessional neetings of the border patrol coordinating group had been
hel d.

"Much was achieved in the deliberations of that coordi nating group
whi ch has, anong others, agreed on a strategy to conbat smuggling and
piracy activities," he said.

The Dewan Rakyat was recently told that an estimted 100,000 ill egal
i mm grants had been identified in Sabah whi ch nei ghbours two Asean
countries, nanmely |Indonesia and the Philippines.

On the assistance for MuslimFilipinos, Abdul Kadir said the
di scussi ons tonorrow woul d touch on how Mal aysia could participate in the
econom ¢ devel opnent in the predom nantly Mislim southern Philippines.

The Filipino delegation to the two neetings is |led by Departnent of
Foreign Affairs Undersecretary for Policy Lauro Baja Jr.

Abdul Kadir said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and
Phi l i ppine Foreign Affairs Secretary Donmingo Siazon would lead their
respective teans at the JCM

Siazon is al so expected to call on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad
Badawi .
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