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O C must cut fromthe rhetoric to real world

Zai non Ahnmad

| T MAY be described as yet another caucus of Islamc countries. The 27th
meeting of Islamc foreign mnisters may be al so described as the first
meeting of the Organisation of Islamc Conference in the new m ||l ennium -
a mllenniumforeseen as fraught with chall enges for the 31-year old

or gani sati on.

But the neeting is nore than just another neeting of the OC, its
menbers woul d probably assert publicly.

To themit is a nore successful neeting than the previ ous one. Pressed
further, they would al so probably adnmt that every neeting is nore
successful that the preceeding one.

I ndeed, cynicismaside and consi dering the babel of countries that makes
up the O C nenbership, that it continues to exist at all and continues to
meet regularly is already a maj or success.

Political and ideol ogical forces are forever threatening to break up the
organi sati on but argunments about the need to preserve the unmah after the
eclipse of the caliphate in 1924, always persuade the Mislimnations
agai nst nmaki ng hasty deci si ons.

So despite the strengthening of the nation states, considered by sone as
agai nst Islam the existence of the OC preserves the Mislimunmah or the
worl d Muslimcomunity. Thus, the extrenme care that is taken to ensure
that issues sensitive to some nenbers are not tabled for discussions in
QO C fora.

Thus, year in and year out, nobst of the resolutions that are passed are
ol d and enoti onal ones, issues such as al-Quds, guaranteed to foster unity
but wi thout offending any nmenber's sensitivities.

Under st andabl y, much of the debate during the nmeetings, including those
at the just concluded one, has al ways been heavy on inspirational rhetoric
but Iight on specifics.

But significantly, three decades after the O C s birth, nany del egates
are realising that the O C cannot |anguish in inactivity forever. A so, if
the OCis to be relevant in the 21st century it must be allowed to
finally evolve into an effective organi sation to solve problenms of the
unmmah.

They are saying that the days of harping on the sane ol d resol utions,
irrelevant to the progress of the comunity, should end. The war between
Kuwait and Irag was over a year ago and there shoul d be no nore
resolutions onit.

In the past resolutions centred on dozens of issues frompoverty to
m norities and vol umes of reports were produced but nobody read them- an
i ndication of ineffectiveness. This nust end.

Meanwhil e, lIraq, a nenber, is still suffering under sanctions inposed by
the United Nations al nost a decade after its invasion of Kuwait. There was
hope early during the neeting that nenbers would agree to call on the UN
tolift the sanctions.

Somalia, a nenber, is still disunited under several warlords and its
peopl e have been suffering for about a decade now. The civil war in
Af ghani stan continues to destroy the country and cause untold suffering to
t he peopl e.

Factions in the two countries continue to fight using weapons supplied
by others, including sone nenber states. El sewhere, Muslimmnorities -
for exanple the Mdxros in the Philippines and the Chechens in Russia - are



suffering as a result of their faith.

And a new and nore threatening problemis |oomng - globalisation. Being
devel opi ng and under-devel oped countries, they are going to be
mar gi nal i sed and even badly trodden upon by the industrialised countries
if they are not properly prepared and united.

Thus, sone of these nore discerning nmenbers say that the tine has come
for the bonding to be tested with sone bold deci sions to counter the new
chal | enges ranged agai nst |Islamand the unity of the unmah.

ONE of themis Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad. Hi s
openi ng speech stressed unity and the need to strengthen the bondi ng anpong
menbers. For the unmmah to be strong, nenmbers nust quickly resol ve the
petty conflicts anong them

He opened the neeting on Tuesday with a stark warning that Islamc
states could end up as "banana republics" unless they end their squabbles
and unite and acquire skills to neet the chall enges of globalisation and
the i nformation revol ution.

"The solution is with us," he said. "W can choose to carry on with our
petty rivalries or we can together or even separately turn to face the
real threat to Islam"

O hers |ike outgoing secretary-general Dr Azeddi ne Laraki said that the
com ng together of countries under the O C banner due to a shared religion
needs to be further strengthened by other common interests such as trade
and t he econony.

A few said the nuch vaunted idea of an Islanic comon nmarket is stil
very much a dreamand regretted that trade between the 56 nenbers
currently accounted for |less than 10 per cent of total world trade due to
tariff barriers between them

Laraki disagreed with the suggestion that the OCis ineffective saying:
"The conference all ows ninisters and heads of menber states to exchange
views bilaterally on the sides of the neetings.

"This has hel ped us to overcome many probl enms whi ch woul d have ot herw se
erupted.”

But he adnitted that the O C was constrained by its constitution and
| ack of resources.

O hers argue that had the constitution allowed the O C nore power from
t he begi nning, many countri es woul d not have j oi ned.

The constitution, Laraki said, does not allow for instance, the OCto
play the same role as the United Nati ons where peacekeepi ng troops could
be sent to trouble spots. And resolutions are not binding on nenber
st at es.

And far nore serious, the constitution even nmakes it mandatory for
nmenbers to pay their dues. Laraki said the annual budget of US$11 nillion
(RWM1.80 million) is hardly sufficient to run the organistion especially
when slightly I ess than half the amount is paid up by nmenbers.

"I'f nenbers want to see the organisation being slightly nore effective
they shoul d pay up," remarked Laraki. The choice of his successor ruffled
sone feathers.

THERE were hi gh hopes that the 27th meeting of O C foreign mnisters,
especially when it is the first neeting of the organisation in the new
m |l ennium would be be nuch different fromthe others. Many nenbers,

i ncl udi ng Mal aysi a t hought so.

At the end of his speech when opening the neeting, Dr Mahathir said: "I
dare hope that this neeting of foreign mnisters of the OC countries wll
recogni se the danger and t he chal | enges posed by gl obalisation, and
recogni sing them take the first step towards reducing the divisions
bet ween us and focusing our attention on the acquisition of know edge to
conbat the use of Information Technol ogy to destroy our values, our faith



and the remains of our civilisation."

Unfortunately not nmany heard him Evidently, they chose to ignore the
sentiments he expressed.

Still, sone credit nust go to Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar, as chairman, for his valiant efforts to guide the neeting towards
achi eving sonme of the objective contained in the Prine Mnister's speech.

Thus, his despair was understandabl e when the neeting failed to support
a plea by Irag to lift the econom c sanctions against it. Instead, a
toughl y worded communi que called on Irag "not to again use mlitary force
or any other force in an aggressive or provocative manner to threaten its
nei ghbours or UN operations in lrag."

"It is sad to see that Muslins thensel ves knowi ngly all ow the suffering
of Muslimbrothers, sisters and children to persist, by lending their
consent not to lift sanctions inposed on Iraq," said Syed Hamid in his
cl osi ng speech.

Sonehow t he resol ution on supporting the State of Palestine upon its
procl amation and that Jerusal emshould be its capital was adopted by the
neet i ng.

At the beginning of the neeting many del egates supported Syed Hanmi d's
call that future neetings of the OC nust strike out fromthe
organi sation's agenda all those itens which are outdated, irrel evant,
one-sided or which no | onger reflect the current situation. |InshaAll ah.

( END)
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