13/ 11/ 2000
O Cto discuss nore than 80 itens at neet

Zainul Arifin in Doha
DOHA, Sun: The | eaders of Islam c nations gathered in the capital of this
gas-rich Emrate with rock-throw ng Pal estinian youth on their m nds.

There are of course a plethora of issues to be discussed, but the events
in recent weeks in relation to the Pal estine-Israel conflict dom nate.

On the agenda are nore than 80 itens, ranging fromchallenges to the
I sl am ¢ brotherhood, the plight of Bosni a-Herzegovina, and the territorial
dispute in Kashmir to the need to pronote technol ogi cal advancenment anpbng
Musl i ns.

There has been a growi ng sense of collective outrage as i nages of the
Intifada are flashed al nost hourly over television. Wth that serving as
the backdrop for the Nineth Islamc Summt Conference, the 56-nmenber
nations are preparing to cone up with a strong unified stand agai nst
Israeli attrocities.

The | eaders, representing about a billion people, will decide on an a
draft resolution forwarded by their foreign mnisters who had net earlier
It will not only condem the Israeli action as war crinmes and crines
agai nst humanity, but also request or "invite" nenbers to cut ties with
the Jewi sh state.

The word "invite" was a softening of the initial stance of npbst nenbers
to end relations with Israel. Iraq had even called for a jihad, or holy
war .

Al t hough just as horrified by the death toll as the other nenbers, Egypt
and Jordan - which nmaintain diplomatic ties with Israel and are deeply
i nvolved in the US- brokered Wst Asian peace process - have tenpered the
proposed resol ution.

The two countries said their support for their Palestinian brothers
remai ns unwavering, but cutting ties with Israel will not serve the cause
wel I .

The | eaders are expected to urge Washi ngton, generally seen as a strong
backer of Tel Aviv, to take a "humanitarian and honest stance".

"All Muslimcountries are outraged about the support of Anericans for
Israel,” lranian Foreign Mnister Kamal Kharrazi said on Saturday. "They
have shown they are not neutral, and they have al ways been supporting
| srael i s agai nst Pal estini ans.”

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad, when addressing the
summit today on behal f of Asian nenbers, called on Muslimnations to stay
uni ted and not be sidetracked by petty bickering. This is critical to the
cause of the Pal estinians who have "fought and di ed undeniably in defence
of Islan'.

Sadly, Muslimcountries, representing nore than a third of the
menbership of the United Nations, watch hel plessly as |srael continues
with inpunity and arrogance to kill innocent Pal estinians, he said.

"Such is the dire state of Muslimcountries that we are unable to
respond effectively to the chall enge posed by the cowardly acts of |srael
Not only are the Pal estinians under assault, but also Miuslimhonour and
unity," Dr Mahathir said in his speech

It calls for unity and solidarity within the Ummh, he added.

"What is happening to the Pal estinians coul d obvi ously happen to us
al so. Indeed in Yugoslavia and Chechnya, and el sewhere, it is happening.
Must we wait until all of us are ground into the ground before we
appreciate the need to act?"



The Organisation of Islamc Conference (O C) nmust ensure that its voice
is heard, and menbers should act firmy to support and assist the
Pal esti ni an | eader shi p.

"Let us therefore not bicker anong ourselves, but instead approach it
with a collective heart and mnd... Let us shame those who | oudly condemn
i magi nary oppression and yet do not hi ng when bl atant viol ati ons of human
rights take place before their very eyes,” the Prime Mnister said.

Not all nenber states of the O C are represented here, however. Libya is
boycotting the sunmt as it feels that it will not achieve much, while
Bahrain is sending a lowlevel official due to existing border disputes
with Qatar.

Pal estini an | eader Yasser Arafat, fresh fromhis visit to the United
Nati ons, w |l understandably take centre stage. He is expected to push for
greater conmitment from O C nenbers to the cause of his people.

The summit, held every three years, was al nost eclipsed by a boycott
threat fromseveral countries, including Saudi Arabia and Iran, for what
their heads of state felt was insensivity on the part of Qatar to allow an
Israeli trade office to remai n open here.

Qatar relented at the last mnute and cl osed the office, then underlined
its synpathy with the Pal estinians by funding an internati onal human
rights mssionto look into the atrocities committed agai nst them

Meanwhi | e on the sidelines of the neeting, efforts are being nmade to
unite once-bitter enemes lrag and Iran. In fact, Iran indicated that it
want s the decade-ol d sanctions against the country lifted i mediately.
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