12 MAR 2000
Abdul | ah- Umo
OKAY FOR 11 UMNO DI VI SIONS | N PAHANG TO DEFER MEETI NGS

MENTAKAB, March 12 (Bernama) -- Al 11 Umo divisions in Pahang will
nost likely be allowed to defer their divisional delegates' neetings to
next nonth because of the party's preoccupation with the Sanggang state
by-el ecti on.

Deputy Prine Mnister and Umo managenment and disciplinary comittee
chai rman Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said it has no objection to the
di vi si ons post poning their neetings.

The conmittee, which is scheduled to neet on Wdnesday, woul d deci de on
the matter, he told reporters after addressing community |eaders fromthe
Sanggang state constituency at a gathering here today.

Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob first raised the question
of postponenent to enable the divisions to concentrate on helping to retain
the seat in a by-election slated for April 1.

Nom nation for the by-election has been fixed for March 21

Del egates' conferences for Umo divisions in Pahang were originally
supposed to start on March 18 begi nning with Ronpin foll owed by Ment akab
and Kuantan the next day.

The ot her eight divisions nanely -- Lipis, Pekan, Raub, Tenerloh
Mar an, Paya Besar, Bentong and Jerantut -- were originally scheduled to
hold theirs on March 26.

On the Barisan Nasional naming its candidate for the by-election
Redzwan Harun, well in advance, Abdullah said this was to enabl e Redzwan to
i ntroduce hinself to the electorate, including 6,000 Umo nmenbers, and work
for victory.

He said Redzwan nmet the criteria to represent the electorate in
Sanggang and in fact all Umo | eaders wel coned his nom nation when Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir first nmentioned Redzwan's name in Kual a
Lunpur recently.

Abdul I ah said the BN would not issue a fresh manisfesto for the
by-election as its pledges would be simlar to that contained in the one
adopted for |ast Novenber's general election

Meanwhi | e i n PEKAN, Defence M nister and Umo vice president Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak told reporters that indications were, as of today, that the
Sanggang el ectorate's nood was favourable to the BN

"But we're not taking things for granted as several unpredictable
factors can cone into play in a by-election like this,” Najib said.

The Sanggang state seat fell vacant follow ng the death of the Umo
assenbl yman and state executive councillor Datuk Abdullah Kia | ast Feb 26.

Meanwhi | e in KOTA BAHARU, Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz
Ni k Mat said PAS will name its candidate after a party central conmttee
nmeeting in Kuala Lunmpur tonorrow.

In the last general election Abdull ah defeated his PAS chal | enger Abdu
Rahi m Abdul Latif by 1,038 votes.
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