18 AUG 2000
SAl D- OVAR
OVAR CALLS FOR THE SETTI NG UP OF CENTRAL HUB FOR SMART PARNERSHI P

MAPUTO, Aug 18 (Bernanmm) -- Science adviser to the prinme nminister, Tan
Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman yesterday called for the formation of a
co-ordinating centre or central hub for smart partnership activities of the
government and private sectors of Ml aysi a.

Dr Qrar who is SAID 2000 (the Southern Africa International Dial ogue
2000) joint dial ogue convener, said smart partnership as practised over the
years through the Ml aysia I ncorporated (Ml aysia I nc) concept had been
mul ti-faceted.

This could be seen through the round tabl e di scussi on approach of sone
governnent departnments, he said citing the pre-budget dial ogue sessions of
the ministries of finance and of international trade and industry.

"Maybe nowis the tine for us to consolidate all these activities so
that the activities can be synchroni sed and harnoni sed," he said when
briefing Mal aysian journalists on the SAI D 2000.

The central hub which could be established at the Prime Mnister's
Departrment or part of M GHT (Mal aysia I ndustry Group for Hi gh Technol ogy)
woul d col | ect and docunent these activities to enabl e sharing of
information with other people, he said.

"I'n SAID dial ogue, we call this hubbing and webbi ng," he said stressing
t hat was how peopl e of the southern Africa region could easily pick up on
Mal aysi a' s experience in practising snart partnership.

Dr Orar said the southern African | eaders, after two or three years of
attendi ng SAID and Langkawi |nternational D alogue (LID) had seen the
rel evance of having smart partnership in their respective countries.

"This is a success that we can feel proud of," he said pointing to
Nam bi a, Uganda, Zi nbabwe, Mzanbi que, Botswana and Mal awi whi ch had either
set up or were planning to establish a smart partnership hub in their
respective countries.

He al so said that smart parnership, being an old concept, needed to be
applied in a new context where under the current econonic condition,
devel opi ng countries should be unified with one voice.

In tackling issues like globalisation and the setting up of a new
international financial architecture, a special group had to be nurtured so
t hat devel opi ng countries could have a better chance of being heard, he
added.

On another note, he said the smart partnership platform provi ded
t hrough SAID, had nade it easier for Ml aysian companies |ike Petronas and
Tel ekomto invest in the southern African region.

As such Dr Orar called on Mal aysian private sectors to take ful
advant age of the dialogue to build business network and expl ore busi ness
opportunities.

The three-day SAI D 2000 starting on Aug 20, woul d be attended by head
of states and officials of the private sectors fromthe southern African
regi on and Mal aysi a.

The Mal aysi an del egati on would be led by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

SAID 2000 is the fourth SAIDto be held. Mddelled after the LID, the
first SAID was held in Kasane, Botswana in 1997, foll owed by Swakopnund,
Nam bia the follow ng year and Victoria Falls, Zi nbabwe | ast year.

The theme of this year's dialogue is "Snmart Partnership-d obal Trends
i n Energi ng Econom es. "



SAI D 2000 is jointly organi sed by the Conmonweal th Partnership for
Technol ogy Managenent and SAI D 2000 Nati onal Task Force of
Mozamnbi que. - - BERNAMVA
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