01/ 07/ 2000

"Cet news on Muslimnations fromsource country'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Islamc countries should gets news on other Mislim
nations fromagencies in the source country, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

This was to address the bias against Mislins preval ent anong Wstern
medi a organi sati ons, he said.

"We have | ost confidence and belief in ourselves. Many | ocal newspapers
publish (foreigh wire service reports). W get angry with CNN ... but we
followthe reports by these international, very powerful news agencies,"
he said after opening the "International Semi nar and Di al ogue Sessi on on
Enhanci ng t he Understandi ng of Islamfor the Media" here.

The three-day event, held at the Institute of Islanic Understanding
Mal aysia (I KIM, is sponsored by Yayasan Al -Bukhary and Proj ek Lebuhraya
Ut ara Sel at an Ber had.

It is ained at addressing the distorted i mrage of Islamas presented by
foreign and | ocal nedi a.

Participants include representatives of nedia organisations worl dw de,
such as fromLa Vie (Paris), The Australian, International Herald Tribune,
Di e Woche (Gernany), Financial Tines and Asi aweek.

Responding to a question froma Libyan journalist during the dial ogue on
how reporting on Islamcould be inproved, the Prine Mnister urged Muslim
countries to exam ne their own attitudes towards news.

He said it was inportant for Muslins to break the vicious cycle of
dependi ng too much on Western news agenci es.

"We tend to foll ow Western wire services and think that is the truth ...
we publish what comes fromthese wire services, thus giving the agencies
nmore power to reach our citizens.

"I would like to appeal that we publish each other's news as they cone
directly fromsources within the country."

Dr Mahathir urged that the International Mislim News Agency (I MNA) be
revived and act as a primary source of foreign news for Miuslimcountries.

He said Muslimnations nust give credence to the reporting which
originated fromthese Islamc countries' nedia organi sations.

"Over tinme, people will realise that the other news agenci es have their
own agenda," he added.

In his keynote address earlier, Dr Mahathir called on Wstern news
agencies to correct their msperception on Islam a religion which he said
was the nost mi sunder st ood.

The Prinme M nister said while terrorismby Mislins was invariably |inked
to Islam terrorismby non-Mislims was not linked to their religious
bel i efs.

"A'l must admt that Muslins have not just been marginalised, but have
al so been oppressed. "

However, with the world nmedia hugely dominated by the West, Dr Mahathir
said their views reflected "Western bias, Wstern policies".

"Quite often Western views are anti-Mislins. And the nedia willingly
propagates this."

Dr Mahathir said the challenge facing the nedia was to realise that it
had the influence to contribute towards the understandi ng of |slamby the
rest of the world.

"Distort it and it will be distorted for the whole of this third
mllennium Muld it into a thing of beauty and it will |ast forever."
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