05/ 04/ 2000
One-day cooling-off period before polls proposed

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The El ection Conmi ssion will consider introducing a
one-day "cooling-off" period before polling day for any el ection or by-

el ection.

Its chairman Dat uk Orar Hashi msaid during this cooling-off period, no
campai gni ng woul d be all owed, while only conm ssion workers, the police,
those with prior authorisation and voters would be all owed at polling
stations on polling day.

He said this would nmean that if a by-election was to be held on
Thur sday, all canpai gning woul d cease at m dni ght on Tuesday. Under
present el ection | aws, canpaigning has to stop at m dni ght on Wednesday.
He said this was necessary follow ng certain incidents highlighted by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad during the April 1 by-
el ection i n Sanggang, Pahang.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said after the party's suprene
council neeting yesterday that the Opposition had viol ated severa
el ection regul ati ons, especially on canpai gni ng.

He said the Qpposition had canpai gned way past mdnight with flags on
their vehicles and so on.

Dr Mahat hir had al so said the Cabi net woul d di scuss ways to better
enforce election | aws to ensure supporters of political parties stick
strictly to procedures, particularly those pertaining to canpai gning.

He said the proposal would be presented to the Cabinet and if endorsed,
submitted to the comm ssi on

Omar said the conmi ssion wel coned any proposals, especially from
political parties, on how el ections shoul d be conducted and carried out
nmore snmoot hly and effectively, with i nportance placed on voter safety.

He said the incident in Sanggang greatly upset the voters with many
openly expressing their fears to go out and cast their votes.

"Though the voter turnout was encouraging with 76.28 per cent, we feel
it could have even achi eved 100 per cent had many of the voters not been
afraid to cone out."

He said the idea of a cooling-off period stemmed from observations by
comm ssion officers who were in Indonesia during its general election |ast
year.

In I ndonesia, a tws-day cooling-off period was part of its electora
process whi ch had proven effective in naintaining snooth and effective
el ecti ons.

"However, we feel a one-day cooling-off period would suffice in
Mal aysi a."

He said even conmission officers felt harassed on polling day in
Sanggang and it was understandabl e why sonme voters feared for their
safety.

| f everyone had stuck to stipulated | aws, there would not have been mnuch
fear and tension on April 1.

However, Onmar said the conm ssion had not received any reports on the
al | eged incidents.

The comm ssion will submt the cooling-off period proposal along with
others to its technical conmmittee for consideration

The conmmittee will also seek the approval of all political parties.
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