31/ 08/ 2000
One up for the sisterhood

Fati mah Abu Bakar

VWHY do | get this feeling that finally, we're being noticed? That finally,
especially, these past few weeks, what we say and do are getting due
attention and recognition?

"' mnot saying we've been left conpletely in cold storage, but nethinks
nmore confortable conditions await us?

Then again, and being the pessimst | love to be (it's a defence
mechani sm | hate to be disappointed) that it may only be the effects of
this rah! rah! fever of having been feted to one of the grandest nationa
wonen' s cel ebrations ever. Cecil B. DeM Il e woul d have approved.

| sincerely hope not. For hangovers, not necessarily al cohol -rel ated,
are nasty and leave a foul taste in the nouth. And it would be a terrible
shane if after having succeeded to get so many wonen fromall wal ks of
life to come together in a concerted effort to discuss, dissect, debate
and denmand that all that should then be shelved in the archives of KIV-
| and. Fallout of yet another giant PR exerci se.

The 300- odd wonen who turned up for the roundtabl e sessions (24 groups
inall) were sone of the country's finest, commtted and nost active.
Successful in their own careers they were concerned enough to answer the
call to help nake the necessary changes. Not to forget the nany others who
silently cane forth to pledge their faith in this journey for the
betternent of wonanki nd.

Their recommendati ons, suggestions, aspirations and dreans, they were
told, would be forwarded/considered for inclusion into the Ei ghth Ml aysia
Pl an. That was why they had all turned up

And it was worth it, wasn't it? For we did have the whol e works, didn't
we? No holds barred. And it wasn't just all work. Nobody can accuse us of
not knowi ng howto party. It's a dreary M nah, Mei Mei, Mary and Meenach
who does not know how to work hard and play hard. But mind you, this was
not the yahoo, shake your booty and go hone still ecstatic kind of
shindig. This was a solid show of support for the sisterhood.

And the brothers did too. That's what nmade this year especially
significant. That we didn't work and party alone. That mad as it
threatened to be at tines, it was a commendabl e manmoth effort by Dat uk
Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, Deputy Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent,
and her gang fromthe Wnen's Affairs Departnment (Hawa), the Nationa
Advi sory Wnen's Council (Naciw d), and the National Council of Wnen's
Organi sati ons (NCWD) .

And we did get the attention of none other than our Prime M nister
didn't we? Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had said at the cul mi nation of
the cel ebrations on Aug 28 that our requests and reconmendati ons weren't
unr easonabl e and had pl edged to | ook into them seriously.

So God willing, we may have our very own Mnistry to | ook after our
needs. God willing, the various other requests ranging fromproviding for
creches and flexible working hours to humani si ng the execution of syariah
|l aws and granting us the rights as equal working partners will finally see
the light.

Let's hope that everyone will be enlightened to respect us for being who
we are, and who we choose to be.

And let's pray that soon our daughters will inherit these wonderful
changes and additions to the constitutions to make them hold their head up
hi gh and say, perhaps even with a slight trenor in their voice, | ama



Mal aysi an woran.
Love, salamand a wonderful 43rd Merdeka Day to all.
( END)
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