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"Drop siege mentality'

Ai non Mhd

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said

Si ngapor e newspapers shoul d di scard the siege nmentality of believing that
ot hers are constantly harbouring evil intentions against the republic.

He said this perception had dragged other parties into problens
Si ngapore faced with their nei ghbouring countri es.

The Si ngapore nedia, Syed Ham d said, shoul d be nore responsi bl e and
transparent when writing about issues relating to its neighbours

"Wth this kind of nentality, Singapore will think that all their
friends have a hi dden agenda towards them" he said at the Parlianent
| obby.

Syed Ham d was asked to comment on a colum by the Straits Tinmes Jakarta
correspondent Susan Si mwho sai d Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a had a hi dden
agenda towards Singapore, nore so after Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad net | ndonesi an presi dent Abdurrahnman Wahi d at t he Asean
summit recently.

Simsaid that on the two occasi ons Abdurrahman had hit out at Singapore,
t he I ndonesi an | eader had prior neetings with Dr Mahat hir and Syed Hami d.

She al so said that the |l ast tinme Abdurrahman accused Si ngapore of
ripping off Mal aysi a by buyi ng water cheaply fromlndonesiain May this
year and on t he occasi on Abdurrahman t hreat ened t o bonb Si ngapore's yet-

t o- be acquired subnmari nes, the Mal aysi an Foreign M nister had cal |l ed on
hi mjust the day before.

Recently, after the Asean summi t, Abdurrahman nmade a strong attack on
the republic and its Senior Mnister, Lee Kuan Yew, for ignoringits
sout hern nei ghbours.

Abdur rahman, popul arly known as Gus Dur, had accused t he republic of
trying to goits own way and only thinking of profit and accused Si ngapore
of not placing sufficient enmphasis on the | east-devel oped countries in the
regi on.

Syed Hami d said the Singapore nedia nust | ook at Malaysia in a positive
per spective based on the cl ose rel ati ons of both countries in econony and
i nvest ment .

"It is not necessary for us (Ml aysia and I ndonesia) to agree on
everyt hi ng and anyt hi ng but we do not have tinme to incite others to give
their own views on other matters.

"I believe that | ndonesians have their own vi ews and stand, and t hey say
t hi ngs based on what they think is right to their own country. Indonesia
as a sovereign country has its own foreign policy and their own experience
with Singapore, and in this respect, Ml aysia need not interfere.

"That is why we keep qui et al though the Si ngapore nedi a provokes us. |f
this witer Susan Sim who is known to be close to Senior Mnister Lee
Kuan Yew, wote an article, can we presune that she was asked by soneone
to wite the article?

"This shows that the witer is without credibility, evenif the
accusation is right."

On the neeting between Gus Dur and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad at the Asean summt, he said, the nmeeting was open and both
| eaders did not have tine to di scuss what shoul d be done to Si ngapore.

In fact, Syed Hanmid said there was no secret at all as Dr Mahathir even
hel d a Press conference after the neeting stressing on the need to
strengthen ties between Asean countries.



"This is utter nonsense and is totally unacceptable in the adm nistering
of diplomatic relations between both parties. That is why | did not
respond at all to the articles as it was w thout any basis.

"Maybe the witer prefers that Mal aysi a and Si ngapore do not have good
relationship at all, I do not knowthe agenda..."

Therefore, he said, the Singapore nedia shoul d recogni se Mal aysia's
participation in Asean whi ch al ways holds to the priciple of non
i nterference.
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