06/ 02/ 2000

Open house tradition continues

SPURRED by t he encouragi ng econoni c signs, the Chinese conmmunity yesterday
cel ebrated the new |l unar year with confidence that it will bring greater
prosperity.

Being the first "Year of the Golden Dragon” in the new mllennium it
added greater significance to the celebrations. The nood and j oyous
at nrosphere was unm st akabl e.

As usual, Ml aysians of all races joined to wish their Chinese friends a
Happy New Year at open house.

Anong the streamof visitors were foreign tourists, captivated by the
uni que way in which Ml aysians of all races celebrate the various
festival s together.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his wi fe Datuk Ser
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali attended the MCA open house at Wsma MCA in Kual a
Lunpur where they were greeted by a |ion dance.

He then visited the Parti Gerakan Rakyat Mal aysi a open house at its
headquarters in Menara PGRMin Cheras before joining several other Cabinet
M ni sters at a new year |uncheon hosted by Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding at the Pal ace of the CGol den
Hor ses.

O her national |eaders, dignitaries and diplomats also turned up for the
open house.

In Serenban, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmad | sa Abdul Samad and his wi fe
Puan Sri Hazizah Tumi n were anong sonme 5,000 people who streaned to the
State MCA' s Chi nese New Year open house.

Hel d at the Serenban Municipal Council hall, guests were greeted with
colourful Iion dances and entertai ned by | ocal singers.

On hand to receive the guests were State MCA chi ef Datuk Wng See Wah,
his deputy State Executive Councillor Datuk Dr Yeow Chai Thiam Deputy
Educati on M ni ster Datuk Hon Choon Kimand Rasah MP Dat uk Goh Siow Huat.
Leaders of the State Barisan Nasional conponent parties were al so present.
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