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“Qpposition pronpting culture of hatred

Sai ful Azhar Abdull ah in London

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad yesterday expressed concern
over the Opposition's continuous attenpts to propagate a culture of hatred
t owar ds Gover nnent | eaders.

He said the culture had only succeeded in closing the people's mnds and
transform ng some of theminto fanatics.

Dr Mahathir said such a culture was being propagated in universities,
school s and ki ndergartens by these groups.

Expressing worry that such a culture would create divisions in society,
the Prime Mnister said the Qpposition had "distracted" the students from
the original objective of acquiring know edge and i nfluenced theminto
scorning certain people in the country.

"W have found that pupils in schools are being taught to hate certain
| eaders... to tear pictures of certain | eaders and step on them

"Uni versities and schools are being used to sow the seeds of hatred
towards certain people by sonme irresponsible parties," he told a Hari Raya
gat heri ng whi ch was attended by Ml aysi ans and students in the UK at
Mal aysi a Hal | yesterday.

Al so present were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali and
Mal aysi an Hi gh Conmmi ssioner to the UK and Eire Datuk Mohd Anir Jaafar.

Dr Mahathir remi nded themthat the consequences of such irresponsible
activities would be detrinental to the country.

"W will have a society with closed m nds, and unable to gauge what is
wong and right," he said.

The Prime Mnister said it was inportant that the people open their
mnds to the views of others so that they would be able to differentiate
between truth and untruth.

In the two-and-a-half hour dial ogue, Dr Mahathir was asked to clarify a
wi de range of issues, including the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas
Deputy Prime M nister.

Dr Mahathir traced the chronol ogy of events that led to Anwar's entry
into Umo, the events that led to his sacking and the subsequent court
case.

Asked about the sedition case against | awer Karpal Singh, Dr Mahathir
expl ai ned that everybody in Ml aysia should be treated equally under the
Law.

He sai d everybody was equal in Malaysia whether he was a | awyer or
menber of the Opposition or the Government.

Unfortunately, he said, there was a peculiar belief that nembers of the
Opposi tion shoul d be exenpted fromthe | aw.

The Prime Mnister denied allegations that the Government was nuzzling
opposition | eaders as cl ai mred by sone.

Asked whet her Umo woul d nake sone reforns follow ng the outcone of the
general election to nake the party nore relevant in the future, Dr
Mahat hir said Umo had undergone many changes in the past.

He spoke about the various devel opnent progranmes introduced by the
Governnent in the past to show that Umo had been continuously carrying
out reformprogranmes.

Asked whet her Mal aysia would revise the peg on the ringgit, he said the
Governnent might do so if the International Mnetary Fund came up with a
new financi al regine.

Until then, he said, it would remain or el se the financial speculators



woul d continue to play around with the currency.
Asked whether he planned to remain in the political linelight after his
retirenent, Dr Mahathir said he wanted to be out of the picture.
"I have no intention of becom ng a Ml aysi an Senior M nister,"'
( END)

he sai d.
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